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LECTURE Y. 


THE INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL 
ORGANS OF FEMALES. 


SEXUAL 


GenTLemMEeN,—We have already told 
you, that our object should be to trace the 
connexion which exists between the func- 
tions of organs and their structure ; for by 


following up that plan, we may hope to 
seize various new facts, and to assign to 
certain organs the precise parts which 
belong to them in the animal economy, 
whether the organ be essential to the ac- 
complishment of a function, or whether, 
existing merely as an accessory apparatus 
particular to certain species, it ends by 
disappearing altogether, without in the 
least compromising by its absence the} 
essentiality of the function. Let us again 


invite your attention to the two great di-| 
visions which embrace all the organs and | 


functional apparatus, viz.:— Essential Or- 
gans, and Organs merely Accessory. 

Let us again briefly apply the principle | 
to a consideration of the parts which con- | 
stitute the male organs of gencration. 

The testicles and the excretory duct are 
the parts to which we have given the 
name of essenfial; the canal of the urethra 
and the parts dependent on it, form the 
accessory parts; and remark, no matter 
in what animal you examine the disposi- 
tion of the generative apparatus, you are 
sure always to find these essential parts 
(indeed the epithet sufficiently explains 
their nature and their importance, since, 
as Burron says, they perpetuate the 
species through time and space), without 
which reproduction cannot take place; 
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he ever, we now omnes < our = tes ation 
to viviparous and oviparous animals, for 
the law we speak of does not apply to an 
| inferior order of animals, who reproduce 
jby what we have termed gemmiparous 
| generation. 

Let us now see if we can apply this 
parts,—if we 
| find them in the whole series of animal life. 
jC ertainly not; they are rather a depend- 
ence on the excretory system of the urine, 
jand in mamm the penis is placed in 
‘the position you all know it occupies, to ful- 
fil certain conditions, in no way connected 
with the act of generation. Follow the 
penis through the animal scale, and you 
will soon arrive at a class of beings in 
which it disappears. In birds, the semen 
passes into a cloaca, and is no longer pro- 
jected or conducted through a peculiar 
canal to the internal sexual organs of the 
female. In the class of animals just men- 
tioned, if we except the ostrich, drake, and 
gander, we find nothing but a very slight 
projection, in which the traces of erectile 
tissue can with difficulty be found. The pro- 
| state gland follows the same disposition as 
the penis, and the glands of Cowper com- 
mence to disappear even in the class of 
mammalia. Ina word, the testicles, the 
excretory canal, and the vesicule semi- 
nales, are essential to generation, and are 
consequently found in all species of ani- 
mals , but the copulative or accessory or- 
gans, such as the prostate gland, penis, 
| &e., disappear before we have descended 
very low in the animal scale. We shalt 
now, gentlemen, pass to the female gene- 
rative organs, which we propose to dis- 
| tinguish into, Ist. Organs of germination, 
the ovaries, oviducts, or fallopian tubes; 
2nd. Of gestation, the uterus ; 3rd. Appa- 
ratus of sensation or copulation, the va- 
gina, great and small labia, clitoris, &c. 

We shall commence immediately a de- 
scription of these different parts, without 
stopping to consider the various hypothe- 
ses which physiologists have put forward 
to explain the mysteries of generation ; 
this would perhaps have been the proper 
place to have taken up this part of our 
subject; but we have already explained 
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in detail the arguments employed by the 
partisans of epigenesis, of evolution, &c., 
and shall, therefore, pass at once to ana- 
tomical and physiological facts. 

Ist. The ovaries. It was Steno who 
gave the name of ovaries to these organs, 
because they produce the ova, upon which 
at the time of that anatomist the whole 
act of reproduction was supposed to de- 
pend. They are evidently analogous to 
the testicles in the male; the germ or 
ovum is analogous to the semen; the fal- 
lopian tubes analogous to the spermatic 
excretory ducts; and the uterus, which, 
observe, exists only in the class mamma- 
lia, has been compared by some physiolo- 
gists, great admirers of analogy, to the 
vesicule seminales. 

The ovaries are the organs in which the 





germ becomes developed, as in the male, | 


THE STRUCTURE 


but the vesicles of the ovary are never 
met with in the fwtus ; they do not become 
parent before a few years of extra-ute- 
rine life, and in the young female of five 
or six years old, any dissection, however 
coarse, suffices to demonstrate them. 

Yow see, then, that we cannot doubt 
but that the ovarian vesicles exist before 
fecundation, but as soon as this latter has 
taken place, the little bodies or ova un- 
dergo a peculiar set of changes, which we 
shall presently describe to you; for the 
present we can only mention that after 
fecundation the vesicles swell, advance 
towards the surface of the ovary by a me- 
chanism with which we are entirely un- 
acquainted, become detached from it, and 
leave in their place a yellow spot (corpus 
luteum), which is soon removed by absorp- 
tion, and leaves, some months later, a small 


the semen is produced in the testicle: they | cicatrix in the situation originally occupied 
are two ovoid bodies, nearly as large as|by the vesicle. As we wish to confine 
the testicle, and situate in the cavity of ourselves at the present moment to a de- 
the pelvis, enclosed in a fold of the peri-| scription of the organs of generation in 
toneum, which anatomists call the broad the female, we propose deferring, to the 
ments: the superior édge of the ovary |time when we shall have to treat of em- 
heres to the posterior edge of the broad bryology, a notice of the various changes 
ligament, its external extremity is close to| which take place in the vesicle; we shall 
the fringed edge of the morsus diaboli,|also defer to the same period a detailed 
while its inner extremity gives attachment | description of the corpus luteum and the 
to the ligament of the ovaries: they are| ovarian cicatrix corresponding with it, 
of a pale-red colour, and covered with together with an examination of the nu- 


inequalities on the surface. In structure | merous hypotheses put forth by physiolo- 
the ovaries present the following particu-| gists, to explain the formation of the cor- 


larities: externally we find a peritoneal | pus luteum, its absorption, and the mark 
covering furaished by the broad ligaments; | it leaves upon the surface of the ovary. 

inside this a membrane proper to the! The fallopian tubes or oviducts also 
ovary itself, it is of a fibrous nature, and | compose an essential part of the genera- 
presents some analogy with the tunica/tive organs in the female; they are two 
albuginea of the testicle. The internal) flexuous canals arising from the lateral and 
part of the ovary is composed of a spongy | Superior parietes of the uterus, and thence 
vascular tissue, whose true structure is| pass to the ovaries, to which they are at- 
still little known to us; this contains from | tached by a prolongation of their tissue ; 
fifteen to twenty small round vesicles (the| the corpus fimbriatum, morsus diaboli, as 
vesicles of Gragr), about the size of ajit is sometimes called, or ovarian extre- 
millet seed, some of which are situated) mity of the oviduct, is situated within a 
close to the surface of the organ, while few lines of the ovary, and its presumed 
the rest lie more deeply in the centre of use is to embrace the ovary, and thus es- 
its tissue: the ovarian vesicles are com-| tablish a continuity of communication be- 


posed of two membranes, one external, 
the other internal, but the latter has been | 
regarded by a great many anatomists as 
merely a continuation from the external 
one. This layer or internal membrane, | 
as you may wish to term it, is very fine, 
smooth, and contains a yellowish clear) 


tween the organ secreting the ovum, and 
the uterus destined to receive it (mam- 
malia), or the canal which is to carry it, 
still in the form of an ovum, to the exter- 
nal world (birds, batrachia). 

The structure of the ovarian tubes is 
very simple. They are composed of a 


fluid, which is coagulated either by heat peritoneal fold, an internal membrane, 
or by the effect of certain circumstances, | and of a spongy tissue, whose nature we 
which shall occupy our attention at a/are unable to determine in the present 


later period. 

We have already mentioned the in- 
equalities or ies of wrinkles observed | 
on the external surface of the ovary; these 
become more marked and numerous in| 
proportion as the female advances in life, | 


state of the science; it seems however to 
bear some resemblance to the spongy 
tissue of the penis. In addition to the 
nxt just mentioned, we have nerves 

m the renal plexuses, and some small 
bloodvessels from the spermatic arteries. 
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The use of the fallopian tubes is beyond | rative a tus which I have just de- 
all doubt to conduct the ovum into the/| scribed. - 
uterus, or externally, as the case may be, 


but how does it execute this physiological it now semnine Ser ws tp-eyuah o8 the 


act? There lies the difficulty. By what eee y eae) Genet of ota 
mechanism is the us fimbriatum ena- pty o) & Bates of Soe 
~ corp coloured tissue, and it is then impossible 
a to seize upon the ovary, and condugt | t demonstrate the existence of anything 
the emerging ovum into the body of the ike fe. Itecomssence Io ver? cone 
y . . ? | siderable, it is elastic, thick, and com 
that ed longitudinal fibres of the internal | of 4 substance whose true nature es tint 
membrane are really muscular fibres ca-| vet heen well made out; the neck is still 
pable of contraction, and thus forcing %!more compact and firm than the rest of 
oy Aes yt mg spe re nig the organ; however, at a certain period 
ef y b, ge -vaheed ppreciate if of gestation, the tissue loses its density, 
i pee: rey opinions, and determine "becomes more supple, acquires a degree 
in warn & : scalpel or pry me hing we of sponginess, and by careful dissection 
‘a skis tn ; pecan ta masS bre! we are enabled to show two sorts of fibres, 
par y- one longitudinal, and extending from the 
We have now arrived, gentlemen, at| angle towards the neck; the other, which 
the apparatus of gestation—an apparatus | crosses these at nearly a right angle, runs 
found only in the class of mammalia, and | across the surface of the organ, and is 
composed of a single organ, the uterus, | particularly visible near its inferior extre- 
where the embryo is to find protection and|mity. The uterus is enveloped by two 
the materials for its future development.| membranes, one external, formed by the 
In the empty state the uterus is situate} peritoneum; the other lines its internal 
below the convolutions of the small intes- | surface, is somewhat of a mucous nature, 
tines, between the rectum and bladder.}and is continuous on one side with the 
Anatomists have compared it, with respect | vaginal lining membrane, and on the other 
to its form, to a pear, and have divided it|sends up two prolongations to line the 
into three parts—Ilst. The fundus or su-|inner surface of the fallopian tubes; this 
perior portion placed ebove the insertion | membrane is excessively thin, and though 
of the oviducts; 2nd. The body, or that| reddish in the cavity of the uterus, as- 
part extending from the insertion of the |sumes a pale colour in the part corre- 
tubes to the neck; and 3rd. The neck is|sponding to the neck; it is united so 
that portion which projects into the va-| closely to the proper tissue of the uterus, 
gina, and is terminated by two lips, an that many anatorists of distinction have 
anterior and posterior, the former more ‘been induced to deny its existence, but 
short, the latter the longer of the two; a/we can easily demonstrate the error into 
disposition which gives the neck of the | which they have fallen; here is a uterus 
uterus rathera bizarre appearance, called that has been macerated for some time in 
by anatomists os tince. alcohol, and you see how I can raise up 
ae af . ., |on the forceps without much difficulty a 
The organ of gestation is retained in its portion of the lining membrane. Finally, 
place in the pelvic cavity by several folds! we may mention that the inner surface of 
of ritoneum, the most considerable of, the uterus, particularly that correspond- 
which is the round ligament, a fold divid- ing to the neck, presents a great number 
ing the pelvis into two portions, envelop- | of small ridges or wrinkles, which in some 
ing the fundus and both surfaces of the | subjects, especially if they be young, as- 
uterus, and also comprehending in its du-| sume an arborescent appearance. 
plicature the ovaries and fallopian tubes 3 
four other ligaments contribute tothe so-| The arteries of the uterus are furnished 
lidity of the position of the uterus; these | by the hypogastric, and are called uterine 
are, anteriorly, the vesico-uterine, and | arteries; after a course, which itis not the 
posteriorly the recto-uterine ligaments; | place to describe here, they reach the late- 
their names indicate sufficiently theic re- | ral and inferior part of the uterus, pene- 
spective aitachments. We must not for- trate the tissue of this organ, and rami- 
get, however, to mention the round liga-| fying in its substance, pursue a flexuous 
ment, or su-pubic chord, which passes course, which permits the full develop- 
from the lateral and superior part of the ment ofthe uterus during gestation, witb- 
uterus, traverses the inguinal canal, and out any obstacle whatever being opposed 
terminates in the cellular tissue near the | to a free circulation through its parietes ; 
angle of the pubes. In the preparation | we also find a great number of lymphatic 
now going round, you have a perfect dis-| vessels in the uterus, which become very 
section of this ligament, as well as the much increased in size during pregnancy ; 





ovaries and other parts of the female gene- the same remark applies even to its nerves 
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derived from the great sympathetic and 
the sacral plexus. 

We have now completed our brief no- 
tice of the internal sexual organs of the 
female, and have endeavoured to point out 
the points of analogy which exist between 
them and certain portions of the repro- 
ductive apparatus in the male. Partaking 
of the opinion of most anatomists, we have 
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before backwards and from below up- 
wards in the human female, extends as far 
as the neck of the uterus, between the 
bladder and rectum. It is four or five 
inches in length, and its office is to receive 
the male organ during the act of copula- 
tien. The posterior surface of the vagina 
ascends much higher on the neck of the 
uterus than its anterior, and the obliquity 





compared the ovary to the testicle ; but it 
is with the greatest hesitation we would 
dare compare the organ of gestation or 
the uterus to the vesicule seminales of the 
male. Several considerations also have 
induced us to regard the analogy between 
oviducts or fallopian tubes and the ex- 
cretory seminal canals as not quite per- 
fect. Remember the great difference in 
their structure, and particularly in the 
function each is called upon to perform. 
Are not the ‘allopian tubes, like the va- 
gina, continuations of the uterus? and al- 
though destined to convey the embryo 
from one part of the apparatus to the 
other, are they on that account to be 
compared with excretory ducts? We do 
not think so, although it cannot be denied 
but the semen is analogous to the germ in 
the female. 

There is one circumstance which we 
had forgotten to mention, but which should 
not be neglected, as indicating in a very 
clear manner the connexion between 
structure and function; viz., the organ of 
gestation in animals is the more developed 
the longer the period of gestation is to be; 
and hence in some classes, where the pro- 
duct of conception is to be expelled from 
the uterus shortly after fecundation, be- 
fore it has acquired all the properties ne- 
cessary for sustaining an independent ex- 
istence, in the diadelpes for example, the 
uterus reaches only a very inconsiderable 
volume, and the marsupial pouch of these 
animals takes on it in part the office of a 
uterus which was too small for its con- 
tents, and thercfore compelled to reject 
them before they have acquired any thing 
like a perfect degree of development, 

To complete our history of the repro- 
ductive organs, it now merely remains to 
speak ot the organs called external, or as 
we would denominate them, the copula- 


of the vagina most remarkable in the hu- 
man female does not exist in animals 
| where it follows the axis of the abdomen. 
In all mammalia the vagina, as well as the 
fallopian tubes, is a prolongation of the 
| fibrous tissue of the uterus. 

If we examine the structure of the va- 
gina, we find internally a number of trans- 
verse folds formed by the mucous mem- 
brane, which is furnished with a great 
number of mucous follicles, whose office it 
is to secrete a quantity of viscid mucus 
during the act of copulation. The exter- 
nal part of the vagina is formed by a 
| fibro-cellular membrane, and internally, 
i. e., between the mucous and fibro-cellu- 
lar membranes, we find a layer of erectile 
tissue, prolonged from the proper sub- 
stance of the uterus. The lining mem- 
brane of the vagina also is a prolongation 
of that which lines the uterus; inferiorly 
it is marked, as we said before, by a num- 
ber of ridges, all of which take a trans- 
verse direction; but superiorly these are 
very irregular or distinct; near the orifice 
of the vagina inferiorly, we also meet a 
number of fleshy eminences more or less 
| solid, which anatomists call caruncule 
myrtiformes; and its external surface is 
| covered by a thick layer of erectile tissue, 
|which has been injected with the greatest 
success in the preparation now going 
round. In some subjects the external 
orifice of the vagina is more or less closed 
by a circular membrane called the hymen; 
‘this is a fold of the mucous membrane 
which passes all round from the edges of 
the vagina towards a central point, that is 
generally free, making a circle something 
| like the iris: this is the appearance of the 
inymen in its most perfect state, but it is 
| generally more or less imperfect: there 
are however cases on record where the 
janormal development of this membrane 






tive or sensitive apparatus; and should has completely shut up the orifice of the 
the time permit, we propose also to notice | Vagina, and thus given rise to a series of 
in this lecture the various changes which | accidents that enter under the domain of 
the uterus undergoes during gestation. | pathology. Many anatomists regard the 
We would divide the female copulgtive | caruncule myrtiformes as the remnant of 
apparatus into three parts ; the vagina, cli- | this membrane destroyed by the act of 
toris, and vulva. The vagina is a mem-| coition. 

branous canal communicating on one side} Above the edge of the orifice of the 
with the uterus; on the other externally | vagina, we find the entrance of the ure- 
by an opening which some anatomists term | thra, whose edges present a kind of pro- 
vulva, a word we apply to all the external minent ridge surrounding its mouth: in 
parts, This canal, directed obliquely from | the female the urethra has not more thap 


wees a x. .... 
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ORGANS IN THE FEMALF. 56a 


ten to fourteen lines in length, and like} who inhabit the northern and temperate 
all other excretory ducts is doubled by a| climates they are nearly rudimentary, but 
lining of mucous membrane: analogous) in the burning regions of central Africa 
to the same canal in the male, it is here and in Asia they acquire a degree of de- 
reduced to its greatest degree of simpli-| velopment really prodigious; in some 
city, for we find neither a spongy body, nor | tribes of the inhabitants of the torrid zone 
prostate, nor glands of Cowrra, &c.; in- they fall down below the thighs, and form 
teriorly it is lined by mucous membrane, | what some travellers call the Hottentot 
continuous on one side with that of the | apron, attributing to that tribe alone the 
vulva, on the other with the lining mem- singular conformation of which we speak. 
brane of the bladder; its external mem-/ It was only in 1820, when dissecting the 
brane, somewhat of a spongy nature, is; body of an African female, brought by 
confounded below with the erectile tissue! chance to Paris, that M. Cuvier was en- 
of the vagina, and elsewhere with the sur-! abled to ascertain the fact that the Hot- 
rounding cellular tissue. Above the|tentot apron is nothing more than an ex- 
meatus urinarius is found the clitoris, a|treme prolongation of the nympha, and 
small reddish prominence analogous to the | moreover that the peculiarity occurred in 
penis: in fact the clitoris, like the penis,| the Boschisman tribe, not amongst the 
arises by two roots from the rami of the | Hottentots, as most authors had imagined. 
ischium ; like it, it is composed of a spongy | I now hold in my hands the sexual organs 
tissue, is erectile, and, moreover, is fur-|of the female alluded to, so generally 
nished with a suspensory ligament, and a| known under the name of the Hottentot 
septum by which it is divided into two equal | Venus, and you may easily convince your- 
parts. Itterminates anteriorly by atuber- selves of the justice of Cuvier’s remark ; 
cle analogous to the glans penis, which is|we shall not dwell any longer on the 
covered by a kind of prepuce formed by | organization of these parts, as they resem- 
the vaginal mucous membrane. Finally, to! ble the labia majora exactly in this re- 
complete the analogy, it is furnished with | spect. 

an ischio-spongy muscle, as the penis with} Such is a concise description of the 
an ischio-cavecnous, aud like the latter,| female genital organs in their normal 
is a sensitive organ, and capable of enter-| or rather in their ordinary state; but the 
ing into erection. We confess that the! act of gestation gives rise to numerous 
urethra does not accompany the clitoris, | modifications which we must not neglect. 
as it does the penis in the male; but we| Immediately after fecundation all these 
parts become the seat of a sanguineous 
occasion to see, how little this disposition | afflux: they soon undergo remarkable 
or separation of the urinary and genital| changes in form and structure, but it is 
organs in an animal can influence the! particularly in the ovaries, uterus, and 
function of which we speak. The essen-| fallopian tubes, that various changes take 
tiality of reproduction equally exists, and| place to which we will direct your atten- 
tion in the next lecture; to-day we shall 


have already seen, and we shall again have 


we think it unnecessary to insist at greater | 


length upon this point, which we have al- 
ready illustrated by several analogous ex- 
aroples in the animal series. 

The labia majora and minora are now 
the only parts of the external generative 


not take up this part of the subject, as we 
have not yet said anything upon a pheno- 
menon of the highest importance in the 
female economy, and which is connected 
in so remarkable a manner with fecunda- 


apparatus that remain to be described.|tion and gestation; 1 mean, gentlemen, 
The labia majora are two duplicatures of | the periodical discharge of blood from the 
the skin, bounding the orifice of the vagina | uterus, in menstruation. 
on either side : their external or epidermic| This phonomenon consists, as you all 
surface, particularly above, is covered ‘know, in a discharge of blood, in greater 
after the age of puberty by a quantity of, or less quantities, from the vagina; a dis- 
hair, and is, as we have jast said, nothing charge that has for its characteristic a 
but a part of the skin: the inner surface | periodical recurrence, and which is more- 
is formed of mucous membrane, which | over peculiar to the human female, for we 
becomes continuous with that lining the | meet with nothing but very faint vestiges 
small lips or nymph; they terminate su-|of it in the females of other mammalia, as 
periorly in the mons veneris, inferiorly | the quadrumana. 
they approach one another, and unite be- The menstrual flux commences usually 
hind at an acute angle, forming an appear- | at the age of puberty amongst the Euro- 
ance that is called fourchette. peans, i. e. about 13 or 14; in the inha- 
Let us now take up the labia minora or bitants of warm climates about 9 or 10, 
nymphe. This part of the apparatusisone and at a much more advanced age in 
which presents the greatest varieties in the those who inhabit the cold and rigorous 
different races of mankind, In females climates of the north: at this period also 
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the mons veneris and the external surface actually place. Certainly we have 
of the great lips become covered with hair, no very authentic record of the fact, but 
the mamma are fully developed, and the popular opinions are very frequently 
young female is now capable of becoming a grounded on facts. Happily, at this time, 
mother; in a word, she has acquired the | the signs of death are in the great multi- 
age of puberty. The periodical flux consti-| tude of instances sufficiently well known 
tuting menstruation, continues to what has’ to enable us to discriminate between the 
been termed the critical age, that is, to 40; semblance of death and its reality, es- 


or 45 in Europe; but in Asia and Africa it 
would appear that the women cease to 
menstruate somewhat earlier. 

The blood of the menstrual discharge 
comes away from the internal surface of 
the uterus, and not from the vagina, as 
was for a great many years supposed by 
several physiologists; this latter part never 
becomes the seat of it, except in some few 
cases truly pathological; and its occasionally 
taking upon it to fulfil the function cannot 
be assumed as an argument, because we 


know the menstrual flux may be equally | 


supplied by several other parts, as the 


pecially in that large majority of cases in 
which death is preceded by diseases more 
or less prolonged. But are we quite sure 
that we do not place too much reliance on 
our knowledge of these signs in cases of 
sudden decease? The ignorance of the 
ancients led them into error; may not our 
presumption have the same effect on us? 
or, not dreaming of the possibility of so 
dreadful an event as the entombment of a 
living person, or what is still more horri- 
ble, the destruction of one by anatomical 
investigation, do we not neglect to ascer- 
tain the fact by the use of those means 





skin, the lungs, stomach, ulcerated sur- | which the improvement of science affords 
faces, &c. jus? The following case made a deep and 
The menses, then, are nothing but a/ fearful impression on the mind the 
periodical secretion from the inner surface Writer of these remarks, and it is for the 
of the uterus, an! which differs from purpose of cautioning those who may be 
other secretions merely in the circum-| called upon to inquire into the causes of 
stance that the secreted fluid is blood, and | sudden death, that he seeks to put it on re- 
not a peculiar liquid. The older physiolo- , cord in the valuable pages of Tue Lan- 
gists imagined that the blood which was|ceT. For obvious reasons the names and 
to constitute the menses, became gradually | locality are not noted, but the facts may, 
accumulated in the tissue of the uterus | notwithstanding, be relied on. 
during the intervals, and that when it was} About the middle of October, 1830, a 
distended to a certain point, this tissue | medical gentleman was called up early in 


gave way and permitted the blood to|the morning to visit a servant woman in 


transfuse from its surface. It is anneces-|@ gentleman's family, who had been dis- 
sary to enumerate here all the other hy- covered dead in her bed. She had gone 
potheses invented to explain the pheno-|to rest as usual, apparently in perfect 
menon of menstruation ; all, however, are | health, having arranged with the brewer 


now agreed upon attributing it to the | 
uterine lining membrane, upon which the 
arteries form an exhalent apparatus that 
gives out a quantity of blood at certain 
fixed periods. 





SUPPOSED TRANCE; POST-MORTEM 
EXAMINATION, 


To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 


Str,—The possible occurrence of trances, 
and the probability that persons in that 
state have been consigned to the dreary 
grave “ to live in cold obstruction and to 
rot,” is deeply rooted in popular opinion, 
and like all notions derived from that 
source, has no doubt had its origin in the 
observance of some dreadful fact in times 
past, which left a conviction on the mind 
of those who lived at the period, that such 
a horrible circumstance as the consign- 
ment of a living being to the tomb had 











|that she would let him in at six o'clock 
next morning for the purpose of preparing 
utensils for brewing; at which time he 
went to the house, and after knocking re- 
peatedly, was answered by the master 
from the window, “ that Mary (the ser- 
vant) was so sound asleep he could not 
awaken her, and that he must come again 
in a couple of hours ;” at the expiration 
of which time he returned, and was let in 
by the master, who said he was alarmed 
at not being able to awaken the servant, 
and directed him (the brewer) “ to go for 
a doctor, and for some one to force open 
the door of the bed-room.” (It was the 
servant's custom to bolt the door inside on 
retiring to rest.) 

The medical gentleman, on his arrival, 
reported the woman to be dead, and that 
she had probably been so several hours ; 
and as the decease was so sudden, he re- 


;commended information to be conveyed 


to the coroner, who appointed his inquest 
to be holden at four o'clock the same day, 
and directed in the mean while that an 





M. FLOURENS ON THE UMBILICAL CHORD. 


examination of the body should be taken. 
The writer was requested by the gentle- 
man who visited the woman to assist at 
the investigation, and went to the house 
about two p.m. We found her lying in 
an easy posture in bed on the left side, 
her body forming somewhat of a semi- 
circle ; the countenance was pallid, but so 
perfectly placid and composed, as to have 
the appearance of being in a sweet sleep. 

The heat of the body was not in the 
least diminished below that of a living 
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|posing the abdominal viscera. Speedily 
we dissected back the skin and muscles of 
the chest and threw back the sternum. 
We were now dismayed at finding the in- 
terior of the body amazingly warm, and a 
great steam, as from a small furnace, arose 
during our exploration of the several or- 
gans, all of which were healthy. These 
circumstances, and the entire absence of 
any signs of disease, produced great un- 
easiness in our minds ; and we finished the 
examination, deeply lamenting we had not 





person, which was very surprising, as| postponed it until the following day, con- 
several hours had elapsed from the time|vinced that a strange, dismal, and unac- 
of the discovery of her situation. | countable obscurity enveloped the case. 
This circumstance caused us to hesitate| The perusal of this case will, it is hoped, 
before we commenced the examination,|induce medical gentlemen in cases of 
and whilst revolving in our minds the|suppen decease, unattended by previous 
reasons of such an unwonted occurrence, | ailment, to wait the unequivocal develop- 
we took occasion to survey the room for} ment of some signs of decomposition ere 
the purpose of observing whether there|they prosecute an anatomical inv 
was any thing to justify the supposition tion, and then it is exceedingly desirable 
that she had taken poison, The arrange-|that in such cases it should be invariably 


ment of the room was precisely that which 


would be left by one who had gone quietly | 


to bed; the candle with the extinguisher 
upon it was on the chair by the bed. On 
the fluor were her stockings, her stays 
under the pilloW, and the rest of the ha- 
biliments were laid over the bed. The 
window-blind was down; in a word, there 
was nothing unusual in the appearance of 
the room. We waited a long time before 
meddling with the body, otherwise than 
by flinging off the bed-linen for the pur- 
pose of seeing whether the extraordinary 
heat before-mentioned would abate, but 
the temperature continuing the same, we 
endeavoured by all the means we could 
devise, as pinching, opening a vein, putting 
a looking-glass before the mouth, and cau- 
tiously examining the various parts of the 
body where the arteries are superficial, to 
satisfy ourselves that vitality was extinct ; 
the result ee | satisfactory as to the wo- 
man’s death. Two hours had now elapsed, 
and we still remained in suspense as to 
the proper mode of proceeding, whether 
to begin the operation, or delay it until 
next day ; when a messenger arrived with 
information that the Coroner was waiting 
for our evidence, upon which we deter- 
mined to remove the body to the table and 
proceed; in so doing the warmth and pli- 
ability of the limbs forcibly arrested our 
attention, and impressed us with the most 
painful ideas. It was with difficulty the 
writer, though much practised in dissec- 
tion, could overcome his repugnance to 
commence the task of incising the in- 
teguments, he at length yielded to the 
solicitations of his friend, and first made a 
small incision at the top of the sternum, 
which, no signs of sersa‘ion being evinced, 
was continued tg the pubes, at once ex- 


| had recourse to. 
servant, 


I am, sir, your obedient 


Mepicvs. 
July 12, 1835. 





ON THE 


STRUCTURE OF THE UMBILICAL 
CHO 


AND ON ITS CONTINUITY WITH 
THE FaTus.* 

M. Friovurens read a paper, the prin- 
cipal object of which was to establish the 
mode of continuity of the fetus, with its 
enveloping membranes; his researches 
were made principally on the foetus of 
the pachydermata, and on that of the pig 
in particular. In these animals the cho- 
rion envelops the rest of the embryo in 
a general manner, without penetrating 
into the interior, as in man; hence it bears 
an analogy to the membrane of the egg in 
oviparous animals. Besides this we re- 
mark in the pachydermata that the alan- 
toid is not continuous in the umbilical 
chord with the urachus, and that the um- 
bilical membrane is merely continuous 
with it by its pedicule. Hence it follows 
that in these animals the only membrane 
which forms a general envelope for the 
chord is the amnios; it therefore remains 
to show how the amnios is continuous 
with the proper tissue of the feetus; but 
the question cannot be reduced exactly to 
this degree of simplicity; for in addition 
\to the amnios which accompanies the 
| chord, and below it, we have no less than 
* Memoir read before the Academy of Sciences 
jialy 18,by M, Plourens, 














three cellular membranes, each of which 
becomes united to a peculiar tissue of the 
feetus. The envelopes then of the umbilical 
chord, without including those of the um- 
hiitcal arteries and veins, amount to no less 
than ‘five, placed one over the other—viz. 
Ist. The external layer of the amuios con- 
tinuous with the epidermis of the feetus. 
2nd. The internal layer continuous with 
the dermis. 3rd. The first cellular en- 
velope continuous with the subcutaneous 
abdominal tissue. 4th. the second en- 
velope, with the aponeurosis of the ab- 
dominal muscles; and 5th. The third or 
deep envelope continuous with the peri- 
toneum. M. Flourens exhibited prepara- 
tions of these several membranes along 
the chord. Thus, said M. Flourens, the 
amnios is not the only membrane which 

és continuous with the foetus. The 
cellular sheaths also become continuous 
with it, and interposed between the prin- 
cipal membranes, they form the reticn- 
lated secondary membranes mentioned by 
various authors. The researches from 
which the above conclusions are drawn 
were at first made upon the fetus of the 
pachydermata, but repeated with similar 
results upon those of the raminantia and 
rodentia. Hence, so far as regards the 
omer just enumerated, the umbilical 
chord is continuous with the fetus, not 
only in its vascular but also in its mem- 


branous elements, and the latter are con- | 


tinuous with different tissues of theembryo. 
Thislatter fact explains the variety of opi- 
nions on the structure and organization of 
the chord, why some, as Harvey, affirm that 
the whole chord, en masse, is continuous 
with the fetus; why the greater part of 
anatomists say the amnios,and the chorion, 
continue with the dermis or epidermis ; 
why Mondini says the amnios is continu- 
ous with the dermis, and the chorion with 
the abdominal muscles ; finally, why many 
others think these two membranes con- 
tinuous with the peritoneum.—Gaz. Med. 
de Paris, No. 30. 





OF THE CENTRAL PRISONS 
IN FRANCE, 


Tue mortality in some of these esta- 
tablishments is really frightful. At the 
central prison of Melun, the mortality 
from 1810 to 1819 has been 35 in 100— 
from 1819 to 1829 one in seven—in 1833 
only 1 in 13g—in the year 1833 the popu- 


MORTALITY 


SIR A. CARLISLE ON THE PROGRESS TOWARDS 


ABSTRACT OF THE EVIDENCE OF 


MEMBERS or rut ROYAL COLLEGE 
OF SURGEONS IN LONDON, 
TAKEN BEFORE THE 


PARLIAMENTARY MEDICAL 
COMMITTEE IN 1834. 





} 
EVIDENCE OF 


SIR ANTHONY CARLISLE. 


413. “ What professional appointments 
|do you hold?”—* I have been from early 
| life an hospital surgeon. I was afterwards 
}a teacher. I have been about nineteen 
| years a member of the Council of the Col- 

lege, and am at this time one of the Court 
| of Examiners, and a surgeon to the Wesf- 
| minster Hospital.” 

| 414. “Do you approve of the present 
constitution of the Council of the Col- 
lege ?"—“ I trust that I am capable of 
giving a disinterested opinion, for I have 
not sought my own nal interest in 
the discharge of my public duties. I think 
jthat the College has been progressively 
jimproving as to discipline during the 
| twenty years that I have belonged to the 
Council ; but I do not know that anything 


has taken place in my time to change the 
constitution of the College, gradually im- 
| proving in every part of its discipline. We 
| have discovered occasionally, that we were 
|not very good lawyers. Our charter was 
|found to bind us to certain things which 


| we had partly overlooked. 

| Until about seven or eight years back, 
'the laws were principally made by the 
| Coart of Examiners, without the aid of 
the Council; but the Court found they 
were in error, and we had committed 
errors in doing things when ten members 
of the Council only were present, for there 
should have been eleven. Perhaps I may 
here state, that the College of Surgeons is 
not a college of education, but a college for 
granting diplomas for practice; and al- 
though we are bound, by an agreement 
with the Lords of the Treasury, to deliver 
certain lectures to illustrate Mr. Hunter's 
| Museum, they are open to all the mem- 
| bers of the profession, but not to students. 
| The annual Hunterian Oration is paid for 
out of a special vested sum presented by 





lation of the nineteeu central prisons was| Mr. Hunter’s executors. The object is 
15,826. Of these died one male in 123,,to commemorate Mr. Hunter's labours. 
and one female in 184. On an average} The lecturer only receives 10/., and, con- 
the deaths may be accounted as one in| sequently, the appointment occasionally 
feurteen. In America the deaths do not| goes a begging in the Council.”—Sir An- 
amountto more than one in 33, or, by other} thony designs to save the Council from 
accounts, in 49, | reproaches, when he sats the College is 
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not a college of education. We freely ad- {names are called until some person is bal- 
mit the fact. But putting aside every |loted for.” 
remark to which such a fact would give} 418. “ Have your understandings, as to 
birth, let it be observed that the Council,|the classes of persons out of whom the 
year after year, imposed curricula of edu- | Council ought to be elected, ever been re- 
cation upon candidates for the diploma, ' duced to writing ?”—*“ Never, that 1 know 
have themselves been the conductors of|of. The persons to be elected are to be 
those curricula at the schools, and have |pudb/ie men,—public wen as authors, as 
themselves ordered in the Council what} teachers, as practical surgeons. I was 
courses of lectures and what terms of hos- | elected, because I was a public man. It 
pital attendance the students shall pay for, is a prevalent sentiment in the Council, 
in order to “qualify” as candidates for that sufficient public character is the justi- 
the diploma of the College. By-the-by, | fication for electing a man.” 
what venerators of John Hunter must 419. “ Was there not a time when 
those men be, who allow lectures which teachers at private schools, however emi- 
were ludicrously designed to keep alive his nent they might be, were not considered 
memory to go a begging for a lecturer! as included among the public men, who 
415. “ Were it offered to junior mem-/ were eligible into the Council ?"—*“ Cer- 
bers, not of the Council, to deliver the | tainly, during my time, there has been a 
Hunterian Oration, would it not present | general notion, that the College of Sur- 
to them an opportunity of distinguishing geons ought to be in the possession of 
themselves ?”—This is one of that kind of hospital-surgeons and of hospital-school 
questions which the Council have never teachers, and that individual teachers, 
yet replied to by a straight-forward an- who sect up for themselves, ought not to 
swer. Observe the “ reply.” Sir Anthony be elected; but it has long been aban- 
says, “ The lectures illustrative of the doned. Mr. Copeland, for example, was 
Museum are open to the members gene-, never either a teacher or hospital-surgeon. 
rally. A great many persons have been, He was elected because he had distir- 
and now are, so appointed. Each profes-| guished himself as an author. The word 
sor is required to deliver sixteen lectures, | pu/ie men is I believe an expression that 
for which he receives fifty guineas.” This was used by such men as Mr. Abernethy 
is verbatim. But the chairman was not to| and Mr. Cline; and I have used it myself; 
be defeated, so he again asked, “Were the but it is a mode of speech among our- 
Hunterian Orations open to the members selves, which is not on record; it is only 
generally, might they not hecome objects a feeling which governs our actions. We 
in request, as offering to young men op-, look for eminence in the profession of sur- 
portunities of distinguishing himself?”—j| gery. In the course of my time there 
Answer, such as it is, “ I should have no| have been twenty or thirty rejections ; 
objection to its being so done; but, at|and no person was ever rejected whose 
= there has never been a want of, rejection I do not conscientiously approve 
ecturers. The delivering it comes in ro-|of."—Of course. Who ever expected An- 
tation. If it ismy turn, I am asked, ‘Do thony Carlisle to approve of the election 
you choose to give it?’ ‘ No.’ ‘ Does the of men who were tainted with the name 
next in order?’ ‘ No.’ ‘ Does the next?’ | of “ surgical reformers?” 
May be, ‘ Ygs.’” 420. “ When understandings are acted 
416. “Do v ft ..._|Upon so uniformly by a corporation as to 
a eon Sapeere oe SNe CxistiNg | become a rule of action, ought they not to 
constitution of the College?”"—“I do not pe reduced to writing, and submitted to 
know of any regulation that would un- ooynsel as by-laws, to know if they are 
questionably improve it. legal or not?” —“ I have a great dread of 
417. “Different members of your Coun- | multiplying laws, and of writing the details 
cil are of opinion that its constitution |4f things for regulations, excepting they 
admits of improvement. Do you ap- are applicable to general principles. As 
prove of any changes in it?”—“ No; my to the present mode of choosing the mem- 
decided opinion is against any of those! bers of the Council, I do not know that 
changes. In electing members on the! much f/fer men could be found in Lon- 
Council, the chronological list is read over | don, and, as not any three men among us 
to the Council; and every person whose | agree upon any subject, we cannot be a 
name is neither proposed nor seconded, | united despotic body.”—Mr. Travers made 
is passed over; or if any observation is it an especial reason for compelling stu- 
made, that he is not a regular surgeon, as| dents to come to London to study, that 
it is called, or if anything is alleged and | the opinions of himself and his colleagues 
believed against his professional conduct} were so uniform on all points of practice 
or character (which has happened) ; then| that they possessed the force of laws in 
that name is passed by, and the next/the profession, and prevented a diverse 
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and variation of opinions from 
—ilsineuiakedses Never be- 
fore were so many inventions and 
contradi put forth by a set of “ col- 
leagues!” But, to be sure, Sir Anthony 
says that the Council are not and “ cannot 
be a united body.” 


421. “ A large majority of the members 
of the Council being either hospital sur- 


three doses are sufficient to remove the 
morbidly accumulated irritation of the 
brain ; but when any excitation of a con- 
| vulsive nature remains, the artemisia must 
be given in the dose of one or two grains 


| every hour, but the latter quantity should 


“not be exceeded. The author has cbtained 
such excellent effects from this remedy, 


geons or lecturers, are they not subject to/ 1445 he regards it in several cases as a 


the imputations that they frame regula- 
tions not wholly without to their 
own personal interests?” —“ is some 
ground for that accusation. At present 
there is but one man in the Court of Exam 
iners who is alecturer, and Iam not quite 
sure whether it would not be well if a man 
was to cease being an hospital surgeon 
when he came into the 
aminers.” 

With this half admission of one exist- 
ing im mn in the Court, we must 
close, for the present week, our chronicle 
of the wisdom of Sir Anthony. 





GERMAN JOURNALS. 


USE OF ARTEMISIA VULGARIS IN THE 
CONVULSIONS OF YOUNG CHILDREN 
DURING THE PERIOD OF DENTITION, 
BY DR. BIERMANN. 

Tux first part of this paper contains some 

physiological observations on the con- 

nexion which exists between the develop- 
ments of the teeth, and of vital activity in 
the nervous system, but they are couched 


urt of Ex-| 


specific.—Kleinert's Repertor., Feb. 1835. 


| —_—_— 

| OBSERVATIONS UPON AN EPIDEMIC GAN- 
| GRENF OF THE SPLEEN, WHICH OCCUR- 
| RED DURING THE YEAR 1831 AT DORFE 
| MANDROWO, RUSSIA. BY DR. MAGA- 
| ZINBR. 

| At the end of January, 1831, three inha- 
| bitants of the district died suddenly, with- 
jout the cause of death being known ; one 
on the first, the other on the second, and 
| the third on the third day of his illness; 
| the three patients had suffered under a 
| burning pain below the precordial region, 
| nausea, pain in the abdomen, and espe- 
| cially about the spleen. Five days after- 
wards a female and three males were 
seized with the same symptoms. The 
physician called in immediately suspected 
the existence of the Siberian epidemic, and 
ordered blood-letting, leeches to the left 
side, and a draught containing muriatic 
acid. On the following day, 28th, the pa- 
tients complained of great thirst, dryness 
in the mouth, severe pain in the head, and 





in such mystical language, that we cannot | were unable to lie on the left side. A co- 
pretend to understand or translate them. pious bleeding, and the administration of 
The second part is more practical, and acid drinks, cut short the bad symptoms 
consequently more intelligible. While | in two cases, and improved the other two. 
seeking for a proper remedy against the —Twoof the bodies of those who first died 
eclampsia infantum which often attends! were now examined, and gave the follow- 
dentition, the author remembered the ing appearances:— Body of the patient dead 
efficacy of the rad. artemisie vulgaris in }on the third day—a dark spot on the left 
epilepsy &c., and made use of it against cide of the abdomen; traces of inflamma- 
the disease in question with the besteffects. tion here and there on the peritoneum, 
It must be given in increasing doses to! stomach and intestines dilated with gas, 
children of one year old, and to delicate | and inflammation of their external sur- 
infants. Thus the author commences with lface; the spleen much enlarged and ten- 
half a grain, gives one grain after the lapse |der; when divided gave issue to a great 
of an hour, and in another hour gives two | deal of dark blood, and presented on its 
grains, which is generally sufficient to ex- junder surface a large gangrenous point. 
cite the desired action; in children who | Nothing abnormal in the head or chest. 
are a little older, it is not necessary to ob- The appearances were the same in the 
serve this progression ; one to two grains body of the other patient. On the 29th 
should be administered every hour ac- |two females were seized with the symp- 
cording to circumstances, In pew) toms we have already enumerated, and the 
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writer now recognised the existence of explained by this circumstance. Its causes 
the Siberian epidemic, or “ splenitis gan- a in many cases very obscure ; however, 
grenosa,” and ordered all the usual pro- | it often occurs as @ consequence of pre- 
phylactic and hygienic measures to be | ceding disease. Thus Isnard-Cevoule has 
taken against its further extension. Be-|secn it preceded by measles, whooping- 
sides the symptoms which we have al-|cough, and scrofula, and the author by 
ready noticed during the progress of the | inflammation of the lungs. With regard 
disease, the breathing became difficult ; | tothe latter we may remark, that we have 
the pulse frequent and hard, sometimes | frequently seen pulmonary inflammation 
full, sometimes small; the stools natural; ' terminate at the Hopital des Enfans by 
urine in small quantity and red-coloured. | gangrena oris. Children of one year old or 
This feverish state was followed in a few! under, are not so subject to this disease 
days by symptoms of putridity; severe as those a little more advanced, in the 
pain in the side, meteorisinus, excessive second or third year. In the comence- 
thirst, constant vomiting, yellowness of ment of the disease, the best treatment 
the skin, weak pulse, cramps and coldness | consists in emetic and purgative reme- 
of the extremities, and death. When the dies, with local aromatic fomentations, 


result was more fortunate, the fever ter- | 
minated with some uneasiness in the left 
hypochondrium, which however soon went 
off. The disease was never observed 
amongst children. The treatment con- 
sisted in antiphlogistic measures, joined 


with camphor and infusion of the cal.' 


aromat., in two cases where the fever had 
assumed a typhoid character.—Aleinert’s 
Repert., from Russian Military Med. Ga- 
cette, No. 3, 1833. 





Hecker’s Annalen der Gesammten Heilkunde. 
1835. Nos. 2 & 3. 


Tuk last two numbers of this maga- 
zine which we have received contain the 
following original articles :— 

Ist. An exposition of the physiognomy 
of Scipio Claramontius, by Dr. lpeer. 

An analysis of a very curious work, now 


little known, published in the year 1665. | 


it contains many interesting and philoso- 
phical views. 

2nd. On CEdoecitis Gangrenosa puella- 
rum, by Dr. Ricuter. 

This is a short analysis of the symptoms, 
progress, and treatment of this disease, as 
observed by the author, and a comparison 
of his observations with those of Kinder 
Wood (who he assures us is not Under- 
wood), Isnard-Cevoule, and James. This 
disease attacks the genital female organs of 
young infants in two forms, either as a 
rapid ulcerative process, or true gangrene. 
The difference which exists between the 
different writers on the disease, is to be 


| 3rd. Medical 


| Sth. Practical Sketches, by 


rendered stimulant by some spirituous 
fluid. Wood recommends in this stage 
‘calomel and rhubarb, with the liq. plumb. 
acet. as a lotion. When gangrene threat- 
ens, we must have recourse to the usual 
tonics &c., with the local use of the mine- 
ral or acetic acids. The author attributes 


the little success of Wood (he only saved 

‘two patients out of twelve) to his continu- 
ling the liq. plumb. acetatis during the 
| sloughing process, and neglecting all other 
| local means. 


superstitions, by Dr. 
_ IDELER. 
| 4th. Experiments with Creosote, by 


| Dr. Kourer, Warschau. 
Professor 


| Licutenstapt, St. Petersburgh. 


| These contain amongst others, three 
‘cases of what the profession calls /oca/ in- 
termittent fever. The first was the case of 
'a man who was attacked every day at 
eleven o'clock with a severe pain in the 
| eyelid, which lasted about two hours, and 
then gradually disappeared, without any 
| sweating. During the continuance of the 
| pain, the pulse and skin were very fever- 
lish ; dormivatives were employed without 
‘any use. Vomitives and other remedies 
| being unavailing, the author had recourse 
to bark, and all local and general symp- 
toms soon disappeared. The second case 
was very similar to the former; a female 
of delicate constitution was seized every 
day with pain over the left eyebrow, which 
lasted some hours. The pain was in this 
case very violent, and the author found 
the patient with the upper eyelid and 
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neighbouring parts ‘of the nose red, hot,! vealed by any external appearance, and 
and swollen, the body ‘hot, and commen- neither the external measurement with 
cing to sweat; the pulse 80; urine brown- | Baudelocque’s compass nor the interna} 
red. In the afternoonall these symptoms leads to a satisfactory result; in all the 
had disappeared. ‘eases both mother and child lost their 

The professor determined on ‘treating lives. 
his patient for intermittent fever; however,| Professor Negelé proposes to treat 
he waited until next day ; at eight o’clock again and at greater length on this malfor- 
the pain came on again more violently mation —From Heidel. Klin. Annal. B. 10, 
than before; the soft parts of the left eye H. 3. 
and side of the nose became very hot and | 
tumid, the conjunctiva dark-red, the sen- | : “ _ 
sibility to light great, the pain ran in the | Buete Magesinn, Val. 44,.Mea.,1, 
direction of the supra-orbital nerve, and 1st. Chemico-physiological examination 
Was so severe that the patient became de- f the blood of the vena porta. By Pro- 
licious; this state continued for a few , fessor Scuvirz, Berlin. 
hours, but in the evening nothing re-| 2nd. Observations of several symptom- 
mained except some weakness and exhaus- atic forms of disease, accompanied by a 
tion. Quinine was now given, and on the ‘greater or less extensive tenderness of the 
following day the fit came on somewhat Vertebral column. By Dr. Enz, 
later, and was of shorter duration. The rd. Medico-legal report on a case of 
medicine was employed for a few days sudden death. 
more, until the febrile symptoms were 4th. Uncertain mineral springs. By 
Dr. Wenvr. 

No. 1. Professor Schultz has made seve- 
ral experiments at the Veterinary school 

}of Berlin, on the blood contained in the 

ON A PECULIAR PEFORMITY OF THE FE-, Vena porta and its branches. They were 
MALE PELVIS, BY PROFESSOR N.EGELE. | performed on horses, as it was almost im- 
possible to obtain a sufficient quantity of 
arterial, venous, and hepatic blood from 
the vessels of the same haman individual. 
|Our space will not permit us to enter into 
any of the details of the various experiments 
performed to ascertain the quantity of 
blood contained in the system on the 
}vena porta, the proportion of fibrine, of 
‘water, the nature and peculiarity of its 
cruor &c. We can only notice the general 





completely removed, and a tenderness and 
tumidity of the affected parts corrected by 
frictions with Extr. Bellad. 2th. p. 


i 
} 
| 
| 
} 


In this particular malformation, not as 
yet described by any writer, the pelvis 
presents an oblique appearance ; the sym- 
physis pubis appears pressed to one side, 
the sacrum to the other, and the inlet, 
cavity, and outlet of the pelvis, are di- 
minished in the direction of one oblique 
diameter, but a little increased in the 
other one, whence the superior orifice has 
the appearance of an oblique oval. The 
deformity is caused by the manner in result obtained. 
witch the ossa innominata are connected Peculiarities of the Blood contained in the 
with the sacrum: the sacro-iliac symphy- | actus of dha tien Meat 
sis at one side which is turned towards the | System of the Vena Porte. 
pointed extremity of the oval, shows some | Ist. The blood of the vena porta is 
trace of synchondrosis, but at the opposite S°n¢rally darker than venous blood ; the 
side itis completely wanting—the bones are perfectly dark hepatic * blood is not red- 
here united by an osseous mass, and do dened by neutral salts, or exposure to air, 
not show the least sign of the existence ®"4 very little by oxygen. 

| 2nd. It does not coagulate, or when 


of.a symphysis, The bones of the pelvis’ : 
do not exhibit any appearance of rachitis coagulated is less firm than venous blood. 


&c. having existed, and the vertebral co- In the latter case, the coagulum liquifies 
lumn is free from any curve. Professor after twelve or twenty-four hours, and 
Nwgelé has already met with nine ex- | forms a dark layer over the clear serum. 
amples of this malformation, whose diag- | ~ ; 

. 2 We ase the word b ‘ 
nosis is the more difficult as it is not re-{ o¢ the vons parte = Piortaderblay. =o 








CORMORANT MEDICAL CORPORATIONS. 


3rd. In the moist state it contains 5.23 | 
per cent. less than arterial or venous) 
blood ;in the dry state 0.74 less. { 


4th. Fluid hepatic blood contains a little | 
less (0.18 to 0.3 per cent.) of solid parts! 


THE LANCET. 


Loadon, Saturday, Angust 1, 1835. 


—_—_—_— 


than arterial or venous blood. 
5th. The serum of hepatic blood con- 
tains 1.58 per cent. less solid constituent gee re ye 
parts than the serum of arterial blood, and, “®* practised in these countries, it was 
0.80 per cent. less than that of venous usual to train other animals in the same 
blood. The dried serum of hepatic blood manner as the hawk to the pursuit of dif- 
P P 
is of an ash-gray colour, that of venous ferent species of game. Among the ex- 
blood yellow-gray, and of arterial blood 
yellow. 


Some of the older writers on “ Field 
Sports” inform us that when “ falconry” 


periments performed with this view, it 
| was found that none succeeded better than 

6th. The blood of the vena porta sys- that with the common cormorant. Its 
tem (hepatic blood) contains compara- patient vigilance, great sagacity in mark- 
tively more cruor and less of the other ° 
constituent parts. The dried crnor of fr tg whith mamenn at pirate nF ete 
hepatic blood is of a dirty gray-brown |€™ing certainty in striking its prey, ren- 
colour, that of venous blood dark-red, and ered it a most valuable acquisition to the 
that of arterial blood of a deep-red colour. ‘aquatic sportsman. It possessed, indeed, 


7th. The solid constituent parts of hepa- every quality to recommend it to his at- 
tic blood contain in general nearly twice tention; but all its recommendations were 
as much fatty matter as those of arterial unfortunately blighted by one fatal ob- 
or venous blood (1.66 per cent., while 
arterial blood contains merely 0.92 per 
cent., and venous blood only 0.83 per 
cent.) 


jection to its use, for it was ascertained 
that the animal fished exclusively for it- 


Self; that it literally consumed all it 


‘caught! Neither kindness nor chastise- 


8th. Dried serum of hepatic blood con- 
tains only 0.27 more fat than dried serum 
of arterial or venous blood. 


ment was of the slightest use in the at- 
tempt tocontrol thisirresistible propensity; 
9th.. The cruor of hepatic blood con- the glutton still continued to devour all 
tains in thé’ dried state 1.111 per cent. it could take, and left its master nothing 
more fat than that of arterial blood, and for his trouble but the disappointment and 
1.21 per cent. more than the cruor of yexation of witnessing its incurable and 
venous blood. ungrateful voracity. Wearied in devising 

10th. The greatest difference is scen in remedies for this inconvenient habit of the 
the fibrine. Dry fibrine of hepatic blood 
contains 10.70 per cent. of fatty matter; 
the dry fibrine of arterial blood 2.34 per 
cent.:—hence the former contains more 
fatty principle than the latter by 8.36 per further told that this expedient was emi- 


cent. jnently successful, and that the practice 

llth. The fat derived from hepatic blood Was continued until superseded by other 
is of a dark-brown colour, that of arterial more fashionable modes of catching fish. 
and venous blood is white or yellowish- We never reflected on this old custom 
white, and of a crystalline appearance. 
The fat of the chyle is white, two-thirds | 
fluid, and one-third crystalline. 


animal, it was at length suggested to its 
instructors to apply a brass ring round 
the neck of the gourmand; and we are 


without the similitude of the subject of it, 
and the success of the remedy which has 
been just recorded, having presented 
themselves to our minds as_ peculiarly 
suited to the medical corporations, 











masters and owners of these institu- 
tions generally expend much time, la- 
bour, ‘and money, in their maintenance, 
in the hope tliat they would some time 
or other be useful to them and society ; 
but they are no sooner reared and trained 
up for this purpose, than they turn out 
80 many cormorants in the hands of the 
proprietors. It is not only that these in- 


satiable creatures consume the produce of 
their own very questionable industry, but) 


they must be also supported in their un- 
profitable pursuits out of the purses of 
their masters. It is not sufficient for them 
to be set up in trade; to be supplied with 
all the necessaries required in their avo- 
cations—theatres, museums, libraries, la- 
boratories, dissecting-rooms, under the 
patronage, and at the expense of, a public 
body; but they must also have a free 
and uncontrolled access to its treasury. 
No advantage, no favour which can be 
conferred on them, will suffice, without 
this permission to appropriate the con- 
tents of the treasury to their own pur- 
poses. Nothing less than the possession 
of the money will satisfy them; and no- 
thing so much annoys them as any at- 
tempt to keep their itching palms from 
peculation. They will allow you to specu- 
late on improvements in education; to 
frame laws and constitutions for the go- 
vernment of the medical profession ; and 
even to reform abuses (for they are all 
now reformers); but the moment you 
stand between them and their neighbours’ 
property—the instant you propose to 
limit them to their own resources—that 


moment you have the whole tribe of the) 
cormorants in arms against you. There, 


is one general rustle through the ranks 


of the depredators; and you are literally, 
stunned by the violence and quantity of! 
Vested rights—individual | 
its name, power, and functions, has on 
are put forward in a thousand shapes, and 

thade the pretext of pillage and spoliation ; : 


their abuse. 


interests— public faith—and long services| 








VORACITY OF THE DUBLIN CORMORANTS. 


while whoever has the hardihood to show 
the utter fallacy of such pretences, is in- 
stantly assailed as a disturber of the peace, 
and unworthy of the society of gentlemen. 

A remarkable instance of this kind took 
place at somé recent meetings of the Dub- 
lin College of Surgeons, to which we have 
already adverted. The cormorants in that 
establishment, who, like all of their kind, 
are constantly on the watch for an oppor- 
tunity of extracting the contents of the 
public purse for their own purposes, pro- 
posed as one item of the honest expendi-+ 
ture on this occasion, to lay outa hundred 
pounds on a public breakfast, the whole 
merits and advantages of which were to 
he exclusively enjoyed by the cormo- 
rants; and as a second item, the sum of 
fifty pounds for an essay on the “Con- 
cours,” it being well known that the per- 
son who made this proposition would be, 
in all probability, the only competitor for 
the prize. 

On some resistance being made to these 
propositions, a scene ensued which it is 
impossible to describe. It must therefore 
suffice to say on this subject, that the con- 
duct of the proposers and advocates of 
these measures was such as was never 
witnessed within the walls of a scientific 
institution. Not only were the members 
who opposed the motion assailed with the 
most rancorous virulence ; but on one of 
them standing up and designating one of 
the jobbers by his proper name, they had 
the audacity to entertain the question 
of depriving him of the rights of a mem- 
ber. Not even the president, whose cha- 
racter would have shielded him in the 
worst society, escaped the reckless fury of 
the faction, having been openly charged 
by one of them with partiality in the dis- 
charge of his duties. The College, or 
rather that fraction of it which has usurped 


this occasion fully verified our predictions 
of the consummation of its corruptions ; 
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and fulfilled to the letter the character 
which we have frequently deemed it our 
duty to give of it. The record of such 
a state of things would be painful, with- 
out the prospect of immediate ameliora- 
tion. Fortunately the evil and the remedy 
may now be said to coexist. Just as the 
Coucesess, the Cusacks, the Jacoss, and 
the Harrisons, had not only established 
themselves in possession of all the benefits 
derivable from such an institution, but 
were confident of being able to hand 
down these advantages to a long line of 
successors, the breath of inquiry came 
most opportunely to blast their sunny 
prospects. 

That men under circumstances favour- 
able to the abuse of power should take 
advantage of such opportunities does not 
surprise us; but on looking back to the 
short career which this Institution has 
run, for we may in future speak of it in 
the historic tense, and considering the diffi- 
culties which its original constitution op- 
posed to the perversion of it, we confess 
we know not which to admire most, the 
rapidity with which it has been destroyed, 
the courageous turpitude of its assailants, 
or thecriminal imbecility of the slaves who 
suffered themselves and their property, 
without the shadow of resistance, to be- 
come the prey of ahandful of conspirators. 

As originally constituted, the Dublin 
College of Surgeons certainly possessed 
a greater portion of the elements of free- 
dom—was endowed with a more liberal 
share of the preservative power of the 
self-governing principle, than any similar 
Institution in Great Britain ; yet from the 
facts which we have recorded of it, as 
well as from the voluminous testimony of 
its own corruptions (to which we shall 
shortly have to call the attention of the 
public), there is not one of all these Insti- 
tutions which presents at the present mo- 
ment so instructive a picture of the me- 
lancholy effects of corporate usurpation. 


Every office, every function, every attri- 
bute belonging to it, has been invaded and 
vitiated in the most reckless and mischie- 
vous spirit of jobbing; and all for one ob- 
ject, be it remembered, and that was— 
MONEY, the last object too for which these 
worshippers of Mammon would admit they 
were contending. Of this fact we believe 
there is not now a single member of the 
College ignorant—not even those who so 
long, through early associations, national 
prejudice, and a mistaken zeal for the ad- 
vancement of science in their native 
country, contended against a conviction 
which had impressed itself on the minds 
of less credulous observers. The dis- 
covery of modern, and indeed of all pre- 
vious times, that a knowledge of indivi- 
dual interests, being the exclusive motive 
of action in the government of bodies in- 
tended for the benefit of all, is incom- 
patible with the permanence of such Insti- 
tutions, teaches us that the demonstration 
of the money-motive, in the management 
of this and similarly circumstanced esta- 
blishments, necessarily includes its own re- 
formation along with theirs. The promul- 
gation of the truth that the oracles of old 
only spoke when inspired by ample fees, 
left Deceni and Dopona without dona- 
tions and dupes. A similar catastrophe 
awaits the pecuniary advocates of sci- 
ence in its modern temples. A very short 
time, we have no doubt, will exhibit these 
high-priests of Mammon, disguised in the 
garb of science, to the world, much in 
the same predicament as JuL1an amidst 
the ruined altars of Pagan imposture; 
when on attempting to re-open one of 
the most magnificent temples of the Eas, 
the deserted enthusiast, instead of the od 
Hecatomb, could only procure an dd 
goose for the sacrifice. 

Whether the members of the Colege 
will of themselves make any attenyt to 
redeem their character and that / the 





Institution, which they have suffred to 
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sink into the worst state of anarchy and 
profligacy, it is now scarcely worth while 
toinguire. The period at which their ex- 
ertions might have been effective, has been 
suffered to pass by; and they have now 
only to await, like the party which they 
have so long permitted to domineer over 
them, the approaching visit of reform 
through the various public Institutions 
of the empire. Having never had much 
confidence in their capacities to under- 
stand, or faith in their independence to 
act as become men in their circumstances, 
we by no means press them to take even 
a late step to rescue themselves from the 
imputation of the most unjustifiable su- 
pineness; we know that the evil will be 
righted without their assistance—as a 
“ring” is already prepared for the necks 
of the Dublin cormorants. 


We regretto say that the south of France, 
but particularly the city of Toulon, is at 
the present moment suffering from an 


attack of epidemic cholera of unexampled 
severity. The outbreak of the disease at 
Toulon was so violent and deadly that the 
inhabitants were seized with consterna- 
tion, every one who could remove fled 
from the town, and the population, origi- 
nally about 35,000, was reduced to be- 


tween 5 and 6000 persons. The authori- 
ties and official persons took the lead in 
this disgraceful flight ; the tribunals, public 
offices, and the Hotel de Ville, were de- 
serted, and the only remaining clerk at 
the Post-Office had to give notice to the 
public to withdraw the letters, as there 
was no possibility of forwarding them. We 
ate proud to say that the medical body 
pmssed forward on this, as on every other 
ocasion, and to meet the danger ; while the 
roats leading from Toulon were crowded in 
all drections with fugitives, physicians and 
studexs in considerable number volun- 
teered heir services from Marscilles, aud 





CHOLERA AT TOULON.—MEETING AT OXFORD. 


contribated by their example in restoring 
a little the confidence of the inhabitants, 
but several have fallen victims to their 
zeal. Three members of the Royal Aca- 
demy, amongst whom is M. Fievry, phy- 
sician-general of the Marine, have died of 
the disease, with the Governor-General of 
the hospitals, and several other persons of 
distinction in the profession. We do not 
remember any attack in which the num 

ber of deaths approached so nearly that of 
the cases, as it appears from the returns 
that the total number of cases has been 
856, and the deaths have nearly reached 
700. 

Baron Larrey has been dispatched by 
the Minister of War, to stimulate by his 
presence the zeal of the medical practi- 
tioners. The Minister of the Interior has 
also commissioned another physician on a 
similar message. 


—_ * 
== 





Dvaine the intervals which occurred 
in transacting the public business of the 
Provincial Medical Association at Oxford, 
a variety of interesting subjects was dis- 
cussed while the members were separated 
into detached groups. 

It was remarked, generally, that not 
one of the Oxford M.D.s attended; either 
to show respect to the University, or to 
the kind-hearted professor who discharged 
the duties of President! 

A foolish rumour had been circulated, 
announcing that the President of the Col- 
lege of Physicians would be there; but 
alas! they who believed it knew but little 
of the feelings of that Baronet, or of his 
sincere attachment to the interests of 
science. 

By some it was mentioned as a proof of 
there being a more liberal spirit now ex- 
isting in the University, that Dr. Prircn- 
ARD, who,as a Dissenter,was unable to take 
a degree at Oxford, although he had studied 
there, was selected for the honour of re- 
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ceiving publicly, as the reward of distin- | to individual members of the House, the 
guished merit, the degree of M.D., which many crudities and the insufficiency of the 
confers upon him all the privileges of the measure. When therefore the discussion 


University. 


Whenever the subject of the system of 


contract for the treatment of the poor by 
the Metropolitan Poor-Law Commission- 
ers was mentioned, feelings of regret were 


was renewed on this bill in the present 
session, Mr. Caipps, the framer of the 
bill, was astonished at finding that several 
clauses, which on previous occasions had 
passed sud silentio, were beset on all sides 


expressed by all, that arrangements had | by objections which could not be removed 
not been made for bringing the matter in lor refuted. The honourable Member, 
a formal way before the General Associa- | however, nothing daunted by the obstacles 
tion. It was acknowledged by every one | which he encountered in getting over 
present, that a statement, explanatory of eleven clauses in several previous sittings, 
the mischievous effects which must result pressed on his bill again, on Wednesday 
from continuing the mode of contract | evening, between nine and ten o'clock, 
which has been sanctioned by the Poor- |and assured the House that the considera- 
Law Commissioners, would have been tion of the remaining clauses would not 
most beneficial. But the Council felt,| occupy more than half an hour, But the 
that under all the circumstances there | very next clause which was to be consider- 
would not be time for conducting such | ed, namely the 12th, occupied the attention 


an important discussion; moreover, as it 
was likely, that if a debate on such a sub- 
ject had been commenced, it wou!d, with- 
out doubt, have extended into the wide 
field of medical reform, it was considered 
that it would be more prudent to defer 
the consideration of the question until the 
next anniversary meeting, at which time 
the Association will be in possession of 
the Report of the Parliamentary Medical 
Committee. 

It was prudently suggested, that the 
title of the Society should be altered to 
that of the British Medical Association. 





The County Coroners’ Bill was again 
brought before the House of Commons on 
Wednesday night, and the discussion on its 
clauses was resumed in a Committee of 


the whole House. Now the readers of 
Tue Lancer will recollect that this very 
bill has passed the Commons in the two 
preceding sessions of Parliament: our 
readers will also remember what was then 
said of the demerits of the bill in the pages 
of this journal. During the present ses- 
sion, we have been at some pains to explain 
No, 622, 





of the House until 12 o'clock, and even then 
it was passed, with several amendments, 
under a threat that another amendment 
would be proposed by Mr. Wax ey, for 
introducing a scale of remuneration to 
medical practitioners, from 1. to 34, for 
giving evidence at inquests, and making 
post-mortem examinations. Then came 
clause 13: here Mr. Cripps and his 
friends stuck fast. The Chairman was 
desired by the House to leave his post, and 
the Bill, being strangled for the present 
session, remains either to be revivified in 
the next, or to have its most essential 
features embodied in some other measure. 
Had not the forms of the House inter- 
posed, so as to prevent the introduction of 
an amendment, adopting the 1/. and 3/7. 
scale of payment to medical practitioners, 
after the 1/. and 2/. scale had already been 
adopted, it is certain, from the manner in 
which the proposition was received, that it 
would have been carried by a considerable 
majority. Let us hope, then, that some- 
thing effectual and satisfactory will be ac- 
complished on this subject in the next 
session of Parliament. 
20 








DURATION OF LIFE.—ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 


DURATION OF HUMAN LIFE. 


Hure.anp thinks the life of man might 
reach the period of 200 years, were it not 
for the various diseases and accidents by 
which it is shortened. Observations made 
in Russia seem to favour this idea. Thus 
from the mortality lists of Moscow and St. 
Petersburgh, we find that during the last 
century, more than 1000 persons reached 
the age of 100; several hundreds were 
from 100 to 110; 62 from 110 to 120; 
25 from 120 to 130; twelve from 130 to 
140; five from 140 to 149; one individual 
reached the age of 150, and another 168. 
The latter lived not far from Plotz in the 
year 1796, and was born under the reign 
of Peter the Great’s grandfather; he had 


seen eleven dynasties. At the age of| 


ninety-three he was remarried for the 
third time, and lived with his wife fifty 
years. His family consisted of 138 de- 
scendants, and all lived together in a little 
village appointed by Catharine II. The 
old man was fresh and healthy in his 163rd 
year.— Weiner Zeitz., &c., No. 88, 1834. 





ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 


MEETING OF GOVERNORS, JULY 17TH. 


Ar the meeting of the legislative body of 
Governors at St. George's Hospital on 
Friday, July the 17th, nearly every law 
proposed by the Committee was, as usual, 
altered in some essential particulars. Mr. 
Elkins moved an amendment to cap. 11, 
relating to the steward; and Dr. Wilson 
moved one to cap. 12. An attempt to 
supersede this was made by Mr. Cesar 
Hawkins. After much cavilling these 
amendments were carried by large majori- 
ties; the latter, which requires attendance 
upon religious duty by the steward and 
other servants of the hospital, as it stands 
in the report, page 35, is both bigoted and 
impracticable. 

By this time the medical officers and 
their friends had mustered in full force, 
and it was no longer matter of conjecture 
that they intended to oppose strenuously 
every amendment in the laws relating to 
themselves. 

The meeting then proceeded to that part 
of the code which relates to the number 
of medical officers, and prescribes their 
duties. Six of the clauses were discussed, 
during which the edifying exhibitions 
which are customary in the board-room 
of St. George’s were renewed. The first 
question discussed arose on an amend- 
ment, moved by Mr. James Lane, that the 








number of “ visiting apothecaries” be re- 
duced from four to three. “ Visiting apo- 
thecaries" are honorary and troublesome 
appendages to the medical staff of the 
hospital. Together with the physicians 
they form the “Drug Committee,” and 
the “duty” which devolves upon them is 
to select from among their friends those 
who best deserve to derive a small profit 
from the supply of drugs &c. to the insti- 
tution. Besides this they are to have the 
nomination to the office of apothecary 
when vacant. The present aasistant- 
apothecary, a relation of the partner of 
the most influential of these “ visiting” 
gentlemen, is said to be impatient to fill 
that office, and one object of the laws as 
they stand in the printed report, is to 
drive the able individual, who at present 
holds the situation, from the hospital, he 
having rendered himself obnoxious to Sir 
Benjamin Brodie and his party, by a 
steady, independent, and upright course of 
conduct. The visiting apothecaries are 
expected to vote for the creation of new 
offices, and for the filling of them up with 
Sir Benjamin's hangers-on, and for every 
job which the interests of the prevailing 
party may prompt them toattempt. The 
arguments adduced in favour of the pro- 
posed reduction were, that three is a much 
more convenient number, since upon any 
disputed point, four might divide two and 
two, and that it is better for the hospital 
to have as few medical officers who are 
also governors as may be consistent with 
the proper performance of the work ; and 
also that a much better drug committee 
could be formed, without having recourse 
to visiting apothecaries at all. It was 
convincingly shown by Dr. Wilson, that it 
would be better for the patients if the 
office were abolished altogether. In reply 
to this, it appeared that Sir Benjamin can- 
not, in the present state of parties, afford 
to reduce the number of his retainers at 
the weekly board from nineteen to eigh- 
teen, much less to part with four joints of 
his tail. Mr. Fuller stated, that so far 
from any practical inconvenience having 
arisen out of a difference of opinion be- 
tween the visiting apothecaries, they sel- 
dom troubled themselves about the duties 
of their office; in fact, it transpired, that 
so little were these individu known, 
that some persons mistook Mr, Chalmers, 
one of the Committee, and an active “lay” 
governor, for a visiting apothecary. Thus 
left to himself, Mr. Fuller had been able 
to carry every question unanimously. In 
the choice of drugs, this worthy philan- 
thropist, of course, never even wavered in 
opinion, What a pity isit that the hospi- 
tal must one day be deprived of his ser- 
vices! 
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It is provided in cap. 1, page 36, that; In clause 2, the assistant physician is 
“no physician shall retain his office, when made a mere lackey to the physicians. 
he is beyond the age of sixty-five years,— He is “to fulfil the duties prescribed to 
unless a special Board shall declare to the him by the physicians,” “in such manner 
contrary ; but this law,” it is said, “ sha/i and at such times as the physicians shall 
not the present physicians.” Formerly from time to time arrange.” The assist- 
no law of this kind existed, and the Com- ant physician holds the same rank in the 
mittee has taken great credit to itself for profession as the physicians, he is ap- 
its introduction. “ Who can question the pointed to fulfil the duties of either of the 
disinterestedness and liberality of the me-| physicians who may be absent from illness 
dical officers and their committee?” says or other cause, and his responsibility for 
po “ fabricator” of the Hospital Gazette.| the treatment of the cases is the same. 

Some governors, anxious that this piece of It was thought degrading to his character 
legislative liberality should have its due to place this gentleman immediately under 
weight with the public, proposed as an ‘the thumb of the other physicians as their 
amendment, that the latter part of the! menial. Consequently amendments to 
clause shoald be expunged. It would be these laws, by which he would be raised 
considered invidious for a special board more nearly to a par with the physicians 
upon any occasion to refuse such a declara-|in matters of etiquette, without diminish- 
tion,—that a refusal might injure any man ing the usefulness of his office, were moved 
in public estimation, that the practical and supported by Messrs. Wilson and 
effect of the latter part would do away Lane, and the meeting was disposed to 
with the intended practical effect of the | agree to the alteration, until Dr. Sey- 
former part of theclause,—that the amend- | mour and others of the medical staff de- 
ment was due to the assistant physician, claimed violently against this inroad upon 
who has no pecuniary remuneration for their power; and Dr. Hope, the present 
his services, but who looks forward to! assistant physician, was urged to address 
a vacancy to be elected to the office of the governors, and set forth the propriety 
physician; and also that a high moral) of the law which required that the sitna- 
feeling would be best consulted if the ex. | tion he “had the honour to hold” should 
ceptions in these laws in favour of Messrs.|be one of degradation. The governors 


Chambers and Co. were omitted, and their | took him at his word, and believing that 
merits left in the hands of the honourable! he preferred the mean position to one of 


body | of Governors of the institution; but 
“no,” say they, “ we must incur no risks; 

the good of the patient is very fine talk, ‘| 
but we must make no such sacrifice of 
our private interests to them ;” accord-| 
ingly the amendment was negatived, and| 
the clause stands with one part, as origi-| 
nally intended, to nullify the other. Sir| 
Benjamin Brodie, in three distinct speeches, 
gave his decided opinion that no officer 
ought to retain office after the age of 
sixty-five years, and said that he himseif 
would not retain offige at 60, adding, that 
he knew a dozen instances in which very 
great injury had arisen to public medical 
institutions by physicians and surgeons 
pertinaciously adhering to office after the 
infirmities of age had crept over them. 
He knew, in fact, an instance in this very 
hospital, of a surgeon continuing to per- 
form operations long after he was incom- 
petent to wield the knife, and long after 
the public had ceased to employ him out 
of doors ; that, in fact, it was distressing to 
humanity to witness such sacrifices of life 
as resulted from the subject of his com- 

plaint, while there were no means of ar- 
resting the slaughter, because the party 
was elected for fife Yet Sir Benjamin, 
loudly declaring his disinterestedness, 
voted against the amendment, and this 
much-deprecated system is to continue. 





j independence, rejected the amendment, 
| Clause 4 is the only one law which is 
compulsory as regards the performance 
of their duties by the physicians of St 

George’s Hospital, and that law merel, 

stipulates that one of the four shall attena 
at the hospital every Wednesday, to ex- 
amine persons applying to be admitted as 
patients Several governors conceived 
that as laws were making for the guidance 
of future as well as existing officers about 
the establishment, it would cond:.ce to its 
interests if the duties were defined a little 
more exactly, When the rules appertain- 
ing to the chaplain were under discussion, 
the medical officers and their retainers 
indulged in “eloquent diatribes” upon 
the necessity of describing his duties with 
the minutest precision. But Mr. Walker, 
the present chaplain, performs his duty 
without submission to Sir Benjamin Bro- 
die, or Dr. Seymour, and is a brother of 
Mr. Walker the surgeon, with whom the 
baronet is at war. The chaplain’s duties 
were therefore rigidly prescribed. The 
“case was altered” when the physicians 
were placed in a similar situation to that 
of the chaplain. Sir Benjamin Brodie 
made a long speech to show how regular! 

every thing was “done” at one o’cloc 

at St. George's, and how “ improper” it 
would be to impugn the regularity and 
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diligence of his friends the medical offi- by no means to be put into his pocket. 
cers. |“ He took the office,” he says, “ with the 
A Governor dryly observed that all understanding that he was to be the fag.” 
the observations of Sir Benjamin applied |The amendment was, of course, negatived. 
equally to the chaplain. Dr.Seymour had) An important amendment to the first 
already declared that he would not hold clause relating to the surgeons was moved 
office if any thing compulsory were/and argued on the soundest principles by 
enacted. Dr. Wilson differed from his| Mr. Sronsg, and, after much debate, car- 
colleagues, and was desirous that the law|ried. ‘That part of the clause is expunged 
should be amended, and Mr. Fuller indig-| which provides that candidates for the 
nantly, but with forcible and clegant lan- | office of surgeon to St. George’s Hospital 
guage, inquired, “if the medical officers “ shall not, during five years before their 
were to be treated like dogs.” Dog-law, election, or while holding office, have 
however, he had not thought unsuitable practised, or practise, as apothecaries or 
to the duties of the chaplain, for Mr. Ful-| accoucheurs.” Mr. Stone’s object was to 
ler was one of the most zealous in pre-| open the door of the hospital to surgeons 
scribing the minutiw of that gentleman's or physicians who have made the diseases 
duties, and was one of the committee who of females their study ; and he stated that 
respectfully took that step without once he had known instances of the grossest 
consulting the chaplain. Is Mr. Fuller mal-treatment of patients by the medical 
apprehensive that the governors will treat staff of the hospital, in the cases of fe- 
Mr. “ Cesar” and “Cutler” like Sir Ben-' males. He had, he said, frequently been 
jamin’s lap-dogs, and Dr. Seymour as the called on to advise or assist on such oc- 
hospital bull-dog? or that the injudicious | casiona. 
friends of the assistant physician and| Dr. Merriman fully corroborated the 
junior assistant surgeon, will couple them’ statement of Mr. Stone, and related a re- 
together as certain sporting dogs are | cent case of a female, who, after having 
sometimes coupled ? |been many months in St. George's Hos- 
The board met at twelve o'clock on | pital, was dismissed as “incurable,” whom 
Monday the 20th. A protracted argu-|he afterwards treated for polypus uteri, 
ment took place on that part of cap. 5,/ and restored to health in one week. 
p- 37, which requires in cases of extreme; The sick poor have cause to thank the 
emergency the “countersigning of the | opposition who have thus been the means 
letter before admission,” by a physician. of amending the laws as proposed by the 
Dr. Wilson contended that humanity de-| committee. It may be called “ factious” 
manded that in cases of immediate danger|or not; this latter is one of several in- 
to life, the obstacle which such a clause | stances in which principle and the public 
offers should be removed, On the part; good have been made to triumph over self- 
of the governors it was urged that the/ishness and mischief, but which neither 
omission of the objected words would tend | the public nor the profession would have 
to diminish the number of admissions, jattained but for the perseverance of the 
since the responsibility would be thrown | “ opposition.” 
on individuals about the in-titution, who} An angry discussion took place upon 
must see the case ; whereas at present phy-/clause 2, the last brought before the 
sicians were led to countersign, without| board to-day. Mr. Walker, the senior 
seeing the patient, on the representation | assistant surgeon, is, it appears, the only 
of others, by which means cases found | one of the assistants who has had sufficient 
their way into the wards which were not | self-respect to come forward and ask the 
of the urgency contemplated, and gover n- | governors to make the office of assistant 
ors were disappointed, on the usual day of! suitable to the position of a qualified sur- 
admission, to find their “ recommenda-|geon and the habits of a gentleman. To 
tions” refused. Notwithstanding these effect this he wished the governors to pre- 
reasons, the physicians clung to the privi-| scribe more definitely the duties of each as- 
lege of favouring my lord A. or my lady B., | sistant surgeon, and not to leave them en- 
and the amendment was negatived. | tireiy under the control of the surgeons. Sir 
Upon the moving of clause 7, page 37,| Bensamin Bropie, in a rambling speech, 
which relates to the admission of pupils, | wished to impress on Mr. Walker tne ne- 
an amendment was moved, that the as-|cessity of “subordination,” and that he 
sistant physician should participate in the | ought to “ take the trouble to be on good 
fees, and Dr. Seymour made an émpas-/|terms with the surgeons,” and not “ dis- 
sioned exhibition of the injustice of di-|turb the harmony of the hospital.” Mr. 
minishing the emoluments of the phy-| Waker appealed to Sir Benjamin whe- 
sicians. Dr. Hope, who had on a pre-/|ther, while an assistant under his friend 
vious day voted for his own moral degra-/and patron Sir Everard Home, harmony 


dation, now also declared that fees ougiit | had always existed ; and whether Sir Ben- 
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jamin had it not in contemplation to resign fessionally.””. Dr. Wilson begged to ob- 
his situation in consequence of the domi- | serve, that he thought Mr. Lane would be 
neering conduct of Sir Everard. Sir acting with true professional feeling. 
Benjamin admitted that his situation had| The laws which relate to the “ Visiting 
been rendered very irksome under Sir Apothecaries” were passed with little ob- 
Everard, and, at the time, thought his | servation, and those concerning the apothe- 
treatment very “improper;" but as he! cary were discussed; but the Committee 
had got well over that, and now filled Sir appeared to be in confusion upon facing 
Everard’s own former station, he thought the Governors on this subject, and its con- 
as Sir Everard did with regard to assist-| sideration was postponed until the next 
ant surgeons,—a very natural conse- mecting. 
quence. This and some more of the same} Before dismissing the subject, it should 
kind was conclusive with gentlemen. be obseryed that the gentlemen ranged on 
whose high moral feeling prevented their the left of the chair in the neighbourhood 
being seen in the minority, and termi-|of Dr. Seymour, Sir B. Brodie and Ro- 
nated the labours of the day. | derick were allowed to interrupt the 
Mr. Bacsnaw himself announced that |speakers on the right whenever they 
it was his intention to,call on the special | chose, and to address the chair repeatedly 
board to appoint a committee to consoli-| on the same question. Sir Benjamin Bro- 
date and arrange the laws after the dis-|die, for instance, made three distinct 
cussions were terminated. speeches, and was about to make a 
Tuesday, Juiy 2\st—On the first dis-) fourth, similar privileges not being al- 
puted point Dr. Seymour voted on both | lowed to the opposite side; Dr. Wilson, 
sides. A question of considerable public| for instance, on rising a second time 
interest now arose with regard to the per-|on the same subject, was rudely in- 
formance of capital operations in cases of terrupted by Mr. Cutlar. On the second 
extreme urgency. As the law stands, no day also, the last mentioned individual 
one but a surgeon, or an assistant-surgeon | thought proper to interrupt with an irrele- 
to the hospital, can, in any case, perform } Vant question, and to cast re flections on 
them within its walls. Dr. Wi son | the motives of a governor, who very pro- 


urged, on the principle of humanity, and | perly resented the insult, and Mr. Cutlar 
moved to tat effect, that a transposition | found himself in a position to be happy iu 
of words should take place, by which | being allowed to make the amende honors 


other individuals might do so without in- | aé/e. The motives of several other indi- 
fringing the laws of the hospital. It was | viduals were indecently impugned, against 
shown that cases had occurred where none | which Mr. Pownall, Whose services in this 
of the surgeons could be procured in time | business have obtained much praise, and 
to operate, in which case life might be | who has thrown great light on the mysti- 


sacrinced by the smallest delay. Mr. 
Hawkins declared distinctly that it was 
impossible that a life could ever be 
sacrificed by a short delay: and Mr. 
Babington supported that opinion. Dr. 
Wisox, astounded at this announce- 
ment, put it to these surgeons, before a 
division was taken, whether their position 
was correct; a messenger having to go, 
probably to Golden-square or Half Moon- 
street and hack, before the surgeon could, 
at the best, arrive, at the hospital. No 
reply, however, was given to his question. 
Mr. Bagshaw contended that under no 
circumstances should any other than a 
surgeon of the hospital be allowed to act 
on emergencies, particularly Mr. Lane, 
who had been mentioned by Dr. Wilson 
as living next door to the hospital. Mr. 
Lane observed, however, that notwith- 
standing any prohibitory law, if a case 
occurred under his observation in the 
hospital, where life was ebbing fast, and 
the surgeons were not on the spot, he 
would upon his own responsibility perform 
any capital operation. Dr. Seymour re- 
plied, “ Then you would act very wnpro- 


| fication of the Committee, found it neces- 

sary to protest. Others were attempted 
jto be put down by cries of “Question.” 
| The little Baronet always expects to have 
| the last word, and his clamorous adherents 
try to gratify him in this particular. It is 
not easy always to resist clamour, but in 
the present instance it only requires firm- 
;ness on the part of the chairman, to be 
|subdued, and the character and disposi- 
tion of Sir Culling Smith are quite in 
f.vour of fairness to both sides. 





PETITION FROM BERKSHIRE.— 
POOR-LAW MEDICAL CONTRACTS, 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Str,—I have the honour to inform you 
that at a meeting of the members of the 
“ Berkshire Medical Association,” held at 
the Reading Dispensary, May 26th inst., 
a petition was prepared for presentation 
to the honourable the House of Commons, 
of which 1] beg to subjoin a copy; and I 
am directed by the Committee respectfully 
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to request, that you will give it your fa-| disappointment to the Commissioners, and 
vour and support.* I have the honour to} be attended by much negiect of and suf- 
be, Sir, your obedient humble servant, fering to the sick poor, to approach your 
Groner May, ‘honourable House in the respectful but 

. _ Honorary Seeretary.' earnest language of complaint and re- 
Reading, July 7, 1835. monstrance against the operation of that 
|part of the new Poor-Law Amendment 

| Bill which relates to the medical depart- 

To the Honourable the Commons of the ment, humbly beseeching your interposi- 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and tion in and alteration of a system which 
Treland in Parliament assembled. |appears to us to be opposed to the dic- 

| tates of humanity, and to be founded on 


The Petition of the undersigned Medi- ‘false principles of justice and economy. 


cal Practitioners in Reading and its 
Vicinity, and in other Towns and| 
Villages in the County of Berks, 





Humbly showeth, 
That we, your petitioners, being legally | 
qualified practitioners in medicine and QUACK MEDICINES 
surgery, believe, 
That the scale of payment for medical} ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN GIVEN BY 
attendance on the © by parishes has} en se! : 
long been such as ay oat in itself no ade-| Mx. J. H. GREEN, axp Ma. B. COOPER. 
quate remuneration for such attendance ; | 
That the leading inducement to those To the Editor of Taw Lancer. 
who have hitherto taken upon themselves | 5 . 
the care of parishes, has consisted in their | S1r,—I must again appeal to you relative 
having fallen into the hands of medical) to hospital surgeons lending their names in 
practitioners whose private practice has! testimony of the virtues of “ Specifics.” 
led them into the districts of which they|1f this be allowed to continue, what will 
have had the superintendence ; become of the respectability of the pro- 
That without this concurrence of pri-| fession in the estimation of an enlightened 
vate with public engagements, medical| public? A very short time since I had 
men of experience would not have found occasion to send you a public advertise- 
it their interest to encumber themselves, ment, headed “ Wonderful Testimonial,” 
with parochial practice on the terms signed by Mr. A. Key of Guy's Hospital, 
hitherto proffered ; |the authenticity of which Mr. Kxry has 
That the rate of remuneration proposed | not denied. I now enclose you an adver- 
by the commissioners under the new Poor- | tisement from a Plymouth paper, attached 
Law Amendment Bill being much lower to which are the. names of Josken 
than under any former system, it is quite) Henry Green, and Branspy Coorrr. 
impossible that it should be accepted by, My object is not to call in question the 
qualified persons, as a compensation for Virtues of nostrums vended by Messrs. Eady, 
the duties required by them, in the hope| Morison, and a list of others too nume- 
or expectation of their continuing effici-| fous to mention, but ] would ask whether 
ently to fulfil those duties ; those gentlemen who attempt to pass as 
That the Commissioners finding that| heads of the profession, maintain the dig- 
the established practitioners are unwilling | Bity of their College in strict accordance 
to undertake that which they cannot per-| With the oath they severally took on being 
form without a large sacrifice, both of| admitted members of the same; i.e. “ You 
time and interest, have most injudiciously | swear that while you shall be a member of 
engaged practitioners from a distance, and | the Royal College of Surgeons in London, 
intrusted te them duties which, physically | you will observe the statutes, by-laws, 
speaking, it is not possible they should ever | ordinances, rules, and constitutions there- 
properly fulfil, and to the performance of|0f; that you will obey every lawful sum- 
which none but inexperienced persons, | ons issued by order of the Courts of As- 
totally unacquainted with the nature and| sistants and Examiners of the said College, 
extent of the undertaking, would for aj or of either of thei, having no reasonable 
moment staud pledged. | excuse to the contrary; that you will pay 
That it is our duty, in the full convic- | such contributions as shall be legally 
tion that such arrangements must end in | assessed upon and demanded of you; that 
jyou will demean yourself honourably in 
the practice of your profession to the 
utmost of your power, maintain the dignity 
and welfare of the College: So help you 


CERTIFICATES IN FAVOUR OF 





for pabdlication, it did pot appear in Tur Lancet 


* Not knowing that this petition was designed 
at the time it was received —Ep. L. 





NEGLECT AT THE SMALL-POX HOSPITAL. 


God.” 1 have added my name confiden- 
tially; and am, Sir, your obedient humble | 
servant, 
A MemsBer or tHe CoLiece. 
July 7th, 1835. 


“The most eminent in the medical pro- 
fession have given, in their public and | 
private practice, Franks’s Specific Solution, | 
and testified to its great efficacy in the 
cure of, &c. &c. 

“This invaluable medicine is recom- 
mended by them, founded upon their ex- 
perience of its specific action in numberless | 
cases at most of the metropolitan hospitals, 
&c. It is both agreeable to take and inno- 
cent in its operation, and from its purify- 
ing effects on the secreting system, it 


naturally leaves the patient in much | 


better health than before the medicine was 
taken ; all inflammatory symptoms in most 
cases cease within forty-eight hours. It 
does not require alteration in the usual 
custom of diet or beverage. 

“Prepared only by George Franks, 
Surgeon, Blackfriars-road, and may be had 
of his agents, patent medicine vendors, in 
town and country. Sold in bottles, duty 
included. 


“ Testimonial from Joseru Henry GREEN, 
Esq., Surgeon to St. Thomas's Hospital, 
and Professor of Surgery in King's Col- 
tege, London. 

“*T have made trial of Mr. Franks's 
Solution, at St. Thomas's Hospital, in a 
variety of cases of discharges in the male 
and female, and the results warrant my 
stating, that it is a very efficacious remedy. 

“* (Signed,) 
** JOSEPH HENRY GREEN. 

“ ¢46, Lincoln’s Inn Fields.’” 


“ Testimonial from Bransny Cooper, 


Esq., Surgeon to Guy's Hospital, and 


Lecturer on Anatomy, &c. 


“«Mr. Bransby Cooper presents his 
compliments to Mr. George Franks, and 
has great pleasure in bearing testimony to 
the efficacy of his Solution in gonorrhea, 
for which disease Mr. Cooper has pre- 
scribed it in ten cases with perfect suc- , 
cess. 

“* New-street, Spring Gardens.’ 


There is no doubt that Mr. Bransby 
Cooper, when before the House of Com- 
mons the other day, would have found 
“ Franks’s Specific Solution ” very useful; 
since he could give the House no specific 


solution of his own, of the nature of Mr. | 


O'Malley's disease. 
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NEGLECT OF THE HOUSE REGULATIONS 
BY THE OFFICERS OF THE SMALL-POX 
HOSPITAL. 


To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 


Sir,—In the event of any omission or 
}delinguency on the part of officers at- 
|tached to medical institutions, the party 
aggrieved invariably seeks redress through 
ithe medium of Tue Lancer, and with 
this intention I now take the liberty of 
laddressing you. At the Small-pox Hos- 
pital the following notice is placed ina 
very conspicuous situation :—“ Vaccina- 
tion and distribution of lymph daily, from 
ten o'clock to one p.m.” On Tuesday 
last, therefore, being in want of lymph, I 
went to the hospital at ten o'clock, ex- 
pecting, according to the above resolution 
or notice, to be enabled to obtain it at that 
time; but finding no person there to dis- 
tribute it I waited until eleven, when I 
rang the bell, and asked a servant when I 
could obtain it. The answer was, there 
were seldom many patients for vaccination 
at the hospital before half-past eleven, 
and therefore Mr. Wheeler did not con- 
sider it worth while to attend before. 
Being somewhat pressed for time I said 
I would call the next day, and was accord- 
ingly there at eleven o'clock. Still I had 
tu wait, no apothecary being in attendance. 


| Twelve o'clock at length arrived ; I again 


rang the bell, and requested to see the 
individual on whom devolved the duty 
of distributing vaccine lymph. The an- 
swer I received from one of the menials 
was, I must wait until Mr. Wheeler was 
at leisure, and in the mean time had better 


go and sit down with the patients. I ac- 
\cordingly waited until a quarter past 
|twelve, when I left perfectly disgusted 
| with the conduct of the apothecary and of 
the servants. 

I appeal candidly to you, Mr. Editor, 
whether infringement of rules on the part 
of the apothecary, similar to those I have 
| above stated, is to be any longer tolerated 
jand allowed to proceed, without some 
notice being taken of it, and also whether 
a menial belonging to a pudlic institution 
jis allowed by the Governors to make use 
of such language as I received. 

Hoping that a little of your timely casti- 
gation may be the means of remedying 
this evil, I leave the subject with perfect 
confidence in the hands of him who may 
justly be styled the Guardian Angel of the 
profession, and I am, Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 
MISERRIMUS. 

P.S. I have enclosed my name, that 
you may have no scruple in inserting it 
}on the score of its being an anonymous 
| communication. 
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CAMBRIDGE MEDICAL DEGREES. 


For the information of gentlemen who 
may desire to graduate at Cambridge, the 
following paper has been drawn up by a 
member of the University, for publication 
in Tae Lancer:- 

1. Before a student can enter at any 
College, he must pass an examination in 
the ordinary Greek and Latin classics, 
conducted by some Master of Arts of his 
intended college. 

2. If past the age of 22 and his circum- 
stances will allow of it, he might enter as/ 
a Fellow-Commoner. If under tl atage, as | 
a Pensioner. 


3. The fees of entrance and tuition are | 


at all the colleges the same, viz. : 


Entrance and Caution Money. 
a ..& 
Fellow-Commoner ...... 30 0 
Pensioner 


Annual Tuilion. 
Fellow-Commoner ...... 0 
Pensioner 0 


an examination before each of the four 
Professors on the subjects above mentioned. 
The Professor of Physic also examines 
him in Hippocrates’s Aphorisms, Celsus, 
Sydenham, &c. 

11. After he has satisfactorily fulfilled 
the conditions of the last section, he keeps 
one Act, and one opponeucy in the public 
schools. The questions for the Act ge- 
nerally refer to some practical point, or to 
some physiological or wet oy subject. 
|The whole is of course carried on in the 
Latin language. The expenses of the 
M. B. degree are 402. 

12. The term after he has taken the 
“M.B.” he is again examined for “ L.M.” 

(Licentiate in Physic.) The Practice of 
Physic, Anatomy, Areteus, and some 
Latin medical authors, are the subjects of 
examination. The expense is about 15/. 
| 13. After he has taken the “M. B.” 
Jive years must elapse before he can take 

the degree of “‘ M.D."; but, by courtesy, 
‘with his bachelor’s degree, he is styled 

“ Dr.,” and he may commence practice as 

a physician. The expense varies at the 
| ditferent colleges. 





4. The Cambridge University year com- 


mences on the 10th of October; conse- 


NORTH LONDON HOSPITAL, 


quently the student should begin residence | 


in the October term. 

5. There are three terms yearly; the 
October or Michaelmas term, the January 
or Lent term, and the Easter or Midsum- 


mer term. Nine terms must be kept, | 
| 
' 


thus requiring three years residence. 


6. During the first éwo years he must | 


attend the Classical and Mathematical 
Lecture of the College to which he be- 
longs; and in the Midsummer term he 


must pass an examination in the subjects | 


lectured on in each year. 

7. An the second Lent lerm after his en- 
trance, he must pass his first public ex- 
amination, called the “ Previous Examina- 
tion.” The subjects are, one Greek author, 
one Latin, part of the Greek Testament, | 
and “ Paley’s Evidences of Christianity.’ 

8. The t vo College examinations and the 
previous examination being passed, in the 
third year he must keep three more terms, 
daring which, he must attend one course 
each of the lectures on Anatomy, the Prac- 
tice of Physic, Chemistry, and Botany. 
The Leciurer’s Fees are 18/. 18s. 

9%. For the following fio years, or as 
long as he may be abseat from the Univer- 
sity, he must diligently attend some well- 
known hospital, and produce a certificate 
of the same. 

10. When heshas entered his sixth year, 
he proceeds to take the degree of M. B. 
(Bachelor of Physic), for which he passes 


}COMPOUND FRACTURE OF THE THIGH 
FOLLOWED BY EXTENSIVE GANGRENE 
OF THE CELLULAR TISSUE, ABSCESSES, 
AND HEMORRHAGE FROM SEVERAL 
BRANCHES OF THE GLUTEAL ARTERY, 


ANNE FarrRBarry, aged 31, was admitted 
‘June 14th under the care of Mr. Coorrr. 
She had compound fracture of the left 
thigh about its middle, occasioned by fall- 
ing out ofa first-story window. There were 
| two wounds, one on the outer, the other 
jon the inner side of the middle third of 
jthe thigh. The latter communicated with 
| the fracture, but the wound on the exter- 
jnal side had no connexion with the in- 
|jury of the bone. There was likewise a 
*; wound of considerable depth at the inner 
j side of the right thigh. The woman in 
falling had struck against the iron railings 
in front of the house—a circumstance ac- 
counting for the production of two of the 
wounds, while the third had evidently 
been caused by the protrusion of the bro- 
ken bone. The limb was placed on M‘in- 
tyre’s apparatus in the bent position. On 
opening the bandage three days after the 
accident, the wound in the outer part of 
the left thigh was found to be in a slough- 
ing state, but the wound communicatiog 
with the fracture had united by the fizst 
intention. At the same time a conrsider- 
able ecchymosis and swelling were noticed 
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FRACTURE OF THE THIGH.—AUTOPSY. 


about the trochanter major, and fore part 
of the gluteus maximus. On the 21st Mr. 
Morrow, the house-surgeon, made a free 
incision below the great trochanter, and a 
copious quantity of bloody sanies was dis- 
charged. Here the subcutaneous cellular 
membrane was found to be completely 
gangrenous. On the 24th another deep 
incision was made by Mr. Cooper in the 


most prominent part of the swelling; a/ 


discharge of bloody sanies followed, but 
no pus was evacuated; here also the cel- 
lular tissue under the skin was gangre- 
nous. Some hopes were entertuined of 


the patient’s recovery until the evening | 
of July 2nd, when about seven o'clock a) 


bleeding took place from the wound that 
had been made on the outer part of the 
thigh on the 21st of June. After the loss 


of six ounces of blood the hemorrhage | 
stopped. At a quarter past eleven p.m. | 


it returned, but again ceased after twelve 
ounces had flowed. About an hour after- 
wards the patient, who previously to the 
bleeding had been in a very weak state, 
breathed her last. 

Autopsy.—On making an incision along 
the front of the thigh, an extensive ab- 
scess was found beneath the sartorius, 
reaching from the middle of the thigh up 
to the groin. Numerous collections of 


matter were met with in different parts of 
the limb, deeply seated amongst the mus- 


cles. An immense collection of thin sa- 


nies was also detected behind the psoas | 


muscle, extending as high as the lowe: 
border of the kidney. Between the ¢lu- 
teus maximus and medius muscles was 
a large cavity, partly occupied by semi- 
putrid gramous blood, and partly by co- 
agula of recent formation. 
made by Mr. Coorer on the 24th of June, 
if carried a little more deeply, would havc 
penetrated this cavity. After the coagula 
had been removed, some waxen injection, 
thrown into the common iliac artery, es- 


caped freely into the cavity where the | 
blood had collected from several ramifica- | 


tions of that branch of the gluteal artery 
which runs between the gluteus maximus 
and medius muscles. The ends of the 


fracture were destitute of periosteum, and | 


perfectly disunited. 


In making some observations on this | 


case, Mr. Coorer said he concurred with 
Scumvecker and other high authorities, 
that compound fractures of the thigh at- 
tended with splintering of the bone and 
seyere injury of the soft parts, are cases 
in which the patient will have the best 
chance of preservation when the limb is 
amputated without delay. In the present 
instance, however, though there was a 
violently contused wound in the outer 
part of the thigh, it did not communicate 


The incision | 
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}with the fracture; while that caused by 
‘the protrusion of the bone at the inner 
side of the thigh was of moderate size, and 
|apparently such as might unite very fa- 
|vourably. The bone was also not splin- 
tered. Under these circumstances he be- 
lieved no practitioner would have thought 
of amputating. The wound communi- 
cating with the fracture actually healed 
by the first intention, and this favourable 
circumstance was at first a source of en- 
couragement; but the prodigious swelling 
of the hip and thigh, the rapidity of the 
pulse, the extensive diffuse inflammation 
of the subcutaneous cellular tissuc, and 
the gangrenous state of it observed at 
every point where the skin had been 
divided, mace it but too manifest that the 
deep-seated mischief was of a formidable 
description. With regard to the hemor- 
rbage from branches of the gluteal ar- 
tery, what was the cause of this bleed- 
ing? Did it arise from the vessels giving 
way in consequence of the diseased state 
of the parts round them? This might 
have been the case, butit was not the view 
which he adopted. Considering the man- 
ner in which the accident happened, that 
the patient in her fall from the window 
struck violently against the iron railings, 
and then fell on the pavement, he was in- 
duced to believe that she received at this 
moment a most severe blow in the part 
where the extravasation took place. In 
fact, on his first seeing the patient, the 
ecchymosis and swelling of the buttock 
were very remarkable, and he suspected 
even then that there was a considerable 
effusion of blood under the gluteus maxi- 
mus, from rapture of branches of the glu- 
teal artery. If it be asked why the exter- 
nal bleeding did not begin till a fortnight 
| afterwards, the answer is, that at this pe- 
riod the sloughs of cellular membrane 
| blocking up the wound made on the 2)st 
of June, and bounding also the lower por- 
tion of the cavity in which the blood had 
rcecumulated, began to loosen, so that a 
passage for the blood outward was now 
| for the first time created. He thought the 
case full of instruction in various respects. 
Who would have expected a fracture of 
the thigh to be complicated with a rupture 
of several considerable branches of the 
sluteal artery? When the situation of the 
*xternal wound, from which the blood es- 
saped, was considere, who also could 
ave spoken with confidence and certainty 
with respect to the exact vessel from which 
the blood came? If the bleeding had not 
‘eased, and the woman had been in a state 
o bear an operation, how uselessly might 
he femoral artery have been tied even 
tbhove the profunda! Had amputation 
| been performed high up the limb, directly 
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after the receipt of the injury, supposing 
his view of the case to be correct, the 
operation would have had no effect in 
preventing the effusion of blood from the 
ruptured branches of the gluteal artery, 
and, consequently, unless the stump had 


Dr. E. had never before heard of a 
female who ruminated, though there are 
several cases on record of this faculty 
being possessed by men. Blumenbach has 
recorded four examples, in two of which 
it was voluntary, and in two compulsory ; 


healed without suppuration, the patient | they had always real gratification in rumi- 
would still in all probability have fallen a| nating. 
victim to secondary hemorrhage. On the! There was a case of this kind a few 
other hand, if no hemorrhage at all had| years back in the London Hospital; the 
taken piace during the treatment actually | Philosophical Transactions also contain the 
pursued, the vast extent of disease, re-' history of a case which occurred in a 
vealed by the post-mortem examination, | young man twenty years of age, a native 
leaves no doubt that the case would yet|of Bristol. He had ruminated from his 
have terminated fatally. earliest recollections, and he always 
chewed his food a second time after swal- 
ed ip hs iad : lowing it. The process began in a quarter 
BES AEIES SF + VERON. ,of an hour, if he had taken any liquid at 
Dr. Extiorson the other day related| his meal, but later if he had not; some- 
the case of an old lav.y in her eighty-ninth | times after a full meal it would be an hour 
year, who has ruminated from her earliest and a half. Unlike the case of the old 
years; she enjoys excellent health, and lady, before the second chewing, the food 
has for a considerable time lived in the | appeared to lie heavy in the lower part of 
following manner:—she has tea and but-/|his throat, and after the second chewing 
tered toast for breakfast; bread dipped in the food passed completely away. If he 
gravy, and potatoes, for dinner, and tea ate a variety, that which passed down first 
or sometimes coffee in the evening. She came up first, having a pleasant taste; 
rouminates generally after every meal, and when the faculty left him he became 
and uniformly after dinner; some kindsof ill, His father had also ruminated. 
food and liquid never rise in her mouth, | 
such are wine, beer, and cider; tea does) —— ~~ -_-____ 
so in the afternoon, but not in the morn-| 
ing, water always rises, and seems to be. * 
most efficacious in causing the other) ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL. 
articles to rise; when she takes it with | 
her potatoes at noon, they always come up | 
with a very pleasant taste. Buttered toast’) GeorGe Tupr, etat.’sevente2n, was ad- 
and tea generally rise with a very un- mitted into Matthew's ward, June 10th. 
pleasant taste, as do also all greasy things, He has a flushed countenance and hot 
sometimes coming up for several times skin. The pupils of his eyes are perma- 
successively until she spitsthem out. The nently dilated, the iris not contracting in 
food always comes up with a rushing the slightest degree on exposure to strong 
noise, like the sound of the sea; but light; the eyelids are strongly contracted 
medicines never come up again; the with some knitting of the brows; the 
faculty is quite involuntary; the food teeth are so firmly closed, that considera- 
sometimes rises directly after being swal- ble force is required to insert between 
lowed, sometimes not for an hour or more; them the handle of a spoon. He appears 
if she takes much water, the return is to be perfectly insensible when spoken to, 
always quicker than when she does not. and at times is very restless and moaning, 
She chews her food the first time very whilst at others he lies quict and is com- 
much, before swallowing it, and it never posed. The sensation and powers of mo- 
feels heavy at the throat, before it comes tion of his extremities are perfect, and he 
up again. When she is ill she ceases to resists pressure made on the abdomen, 
ruminate. The food she takes first always which is soft and tolerably flaccid; pulse 
comes up first, generally in the same state 114, soft and easily compressed; breathing 
in which it was swallowed. It is curious natural; there exists no hardness or con- 
that the hard parts of oranges always rise, traction of the muscles, excepting those of 
while the juice invariably remains on the the jaw. The following history of the 
stomach. She thinks the faculty not at all case has been obtained: He has been sub- 
uncommon, and supposes that most of her ject to headachs for some mouths, thdigh 
acquaintance have the same power of his alvine dejections have been regular, 
rumination as herself. Her father and and his bowels are easily acted on by medi- 
one of her brothers possessed this faculty, cine. He felt ill a few days since, and 
but they both died early ; she is herself in complained of shivering, and then he- 
excellent health, and bordering on ninety. coming hot and feverish, These symp- 
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FEVER, WITii BRUISSEMENT. 587 
toms were followed by flushing of the | leaving the hcspital he appeared to be in 
countenance. Yesterday at 3 p.m. he got good health. 
out of bed by himself to make water, and | 
also spoke to his mother; at six o’ciock, | 
however, he became speechless and his | wuhed 
jaw was rigidly fixed. Cupping and calo- | / 
mel ordered. Sarah Cox, aged 14, was admitted into 
llth. He was more sensille after the | Mary’s ward, under Dr. Laraam’s care, 
cupping, but no effect has been produced|on the 28th of May, and presented the 
by the calomel, and it is exceedingly following symptoms :—Anxiety of counte- 
doubtful whether it was at all swallowed; nance; skin pale though warm; her 


FEVER, WITH BRUISSEMENT OF THE 


he has heen moaning and alternately 
tranquil since two o'clock. There has 
heen considerable restlessness, with jacti- 
tation; the eyes exhibit a peculiar vacant 
stare, and the pupils remain dilated; the 
muscles, generally, possess little or no 
rigidity; on pressing the abdomen some 
tenderness is induced; along the whole 
course of the spine there is perfect freedom 
from pain on pressure; the heat of skin is 
great; pulse remains unchanged.— One 
Drop of Croton Oil immediately. 

There has been a considerable iavolun- 
tary discharge of urine, since which he has 
appeared to experience relief. Degluti- 
tion is accompanied by deep inspiration, 
and a passive state of the thoracic carti- 
lages. 

12. Ten o’clock a.m. Passed a restless 
night, and his motions were voided invo- 
luntarily; they were watery and yellow, 
though not very offensive; his present 


state is somewhat improved, as he pos- 
sesses sufficient power over the muscles of 
the jaw to open his mouth; and he swal- 


lows fluids rather avariciously. There is 
some vascularity and a dirty mucous secre- 
tion about the tonsils and palate; the 
speech is thick, but be can answer inter- 
rogatories.—A Common Gargle ordered. 

Two o'clock p.m. More restlessness 
this morning; there is likewise greater 
dilatation of the pupils; he directs atten- 
tion to his throat as causing him pain ; 
though the mouth is slightly open, yet 
there is total inability to protrude the 
tongue, which appears to be completely 
paralysed.— Apply Twelre Leeches to the 
throat. 

13. The leeches bled profusely; he 
passed from a low muttering state into 
one very refractory, getting out of bed, 
&c.; bis conversation is also somewhat in- 
coherent. 

14. Mr. Waeever, the apothecary, who 


saw him last night, ordered a blister to be | 


|tongue chapped, rough, and rather ry; 
|she complains of continued pain across 
the forehead, and answers questions very 
reluctantly; she has no cough or uneasi- 
'ness of the chest; her abdomen is tumid, 
and somewhat impatient of pressure ; 
total loss of appetite; great thirst: her 
bowels open, and her urine small in quan- 
tity and high-coloured. The subjoined 
facts have been elicited from her: —That 
about a fortnight previous to her admit- 
tance into the hospital she was attacked 


, with severe rigors, succeeded by flushes of 


heat, and great prostration of strength, 
so as to disable her from walking; these 
symptoms had been preceded by headach, 
—a week subsequent to this period she 
had been bled, and had taken some physic. 
Is ordered two grains and a half of 
hydrarg. c. creta every six hours, and 
eight leeches to the forchead. 

29. The pain in the head is mitigated 
by the bleeding, though not altogether re- 
moved; her night has proved watchful, 
restless, and accompanied by low delirious 
muttering; her tongue is clean, though 
dry and glazed; her thirst is very great ; 
has had two motions, which were dark, 
| watery, and slimy. 

30. Has slept at intervals during the 
night; great anxiety of countenance ; 
complains of alternate heat and cold, with 
pain in the head and abdomen; her tongue 
is moister and less glazed, and rough to 
the touch ; her bowels have been opened, 
but the dejections have not been kept. 

31. States that she is quite free from 
pain; the tongue still somewhat glazed 
towards its centre, though moistened at 
its edges; the thirst is much mitigated ; 
the pulse, however, is hurried and jerking, 
and sach a peculiar thrill is communi- 
cated to the finger that an examination of 
| the chest is proposed. Awscultation.—The 
heart’s impulse is much increased beyond 
what is generally observed, and its con- 


applied to the back of the neck, after |traction produces a distinct roughness in 
which the patient rested comfortably, and | its sound. The respiration is tranquil and 
is now quite rational ; his tongue is moist | perfect. She complains of no pain in the 
and clean, and the bowels are open ; there | chest save a slight stitch in the left hypo- 
is a perfect absence from trismus or pain | chondrium oa making a deep inspiration. 
of any description. | There is no tenderness on pressure in the 

21. Has been up and perambiulating the | cardiac region. Ten leeches are ordered 
ward for some days. On subsequently! to the chest, and two grains of ealomel 





with a quarter of a grain of opium every 
six hours. 

June 1. Has slept well; countenance 
still pale and anxious ; tongue chapped aad 
glazed; other symptoms unabated. 

2. Has had a good night; pulse 90, 
nearly natural in character; bruissement 
scarcely perceptible; the gumsare slightly 
affected by the mercury. 

4. Dr. Farre, who visited this patient 
last night, reports that the bruissement 
was then as evident as when she was first 





auscultated; pulse 88, fecble but natural ; 
bowels have been relieved once; no pain! 
on taking a deep inspiration; gums are! 
sore. The mercury and opium are ordered | 
to be suspended. 

6. Countenance and all the symptoms 


LITHOTRIPSY.—ACUTE RHEUMATISM. 


The patient having been secured on 
Baron Hevurretovur’s bed, the bladder 
was injected cautiously with warm water, 
during which the patient said he experi- 
enced no kind of pain. The instrument 
was then passed slowly into the bladder, 
and the stone was easily grasped, and as 
readily crushed under the pressure of the 
screw; the patient complained only of 
pain as the instrument passed through 
the prostatic portion of the urethra, which 
was narrow at that part only, but during 
the act of breaking the calculus he ap- 
peared to be quite easy, entering into 
conversation with those who stood near 
him. He remarked that he was sensible 
that the stone was broken into several 
portions, for he could feel the fragments 


improved, save the unnatural sound ofthe} fall from the instrument. On making 
heart, which is particularly evident in| water immediately after the operation, he 
front of the sternum. | passed several small portions of stone. 

11. The lower extremities are tumid! After the removal of the patient, the 
and anasarcous, but there is no diminu-! operator exhibited a pill-box as the depo- 
tion in the urinary secretion. sitory of the fragments which the patient 

13. Her eyelids are swollen, and she) had voided in the interval between the 
complains of great pain in her head, ac-|two operations. A third operation was 
companied by flushes of heat; urine, announced to be performed in a few 
seanty; skin hot and dry; pulse 124 and/| days. At the request of a few of the pn- 
small. C.c. temporitus ad Fviij. | pils, the manner in which the instrament 


14. All symptoms improved; bowels | 
opened by a dose of Ca/omel and Jalap;} 
pulse 120. . 

| 


22. Has rapidly mended; the feet still 
swell slightly on attempting to walk ; the 
brnuissement has disappeared. | 

24. Is discharged free from disease. 

| 
LITHOTRIPSY. | 

On Friday, July 17, Mr. Srancey pro- 
ceeded to cperate for stone on a young! 
man about twenty years of age, with 
Weiss’s instrument for crushing the uri-} 
nary calculus in the bladder, which acts! 
by means of a screw, and obviates the, 
necessity for the use of the hammer. The, 
instrament has already been fully de- 
scribed in our pages. Mr. Staniey 
stated, before the patient was brought! 
into the operating ward, that as the great 
advantage of this mode of removing a 
caleulus from the urinary bladder only re- 
suited from entire absence of irritation to 
that organ or the constitution generally, 
he @id not mean to ri-k a production 
of those accidents in this case, by perse- 
vering for any length of time in frnitless 
endeavours to seize the stone, broken as 
it was into many small picces by a pre- 
vious operation which he, Mr. S., had 
performed a few days since, for although 
the man was healthy, and bad avery capa- 
cious bladder, still, to protract a search for 
the calculus beyon| two or three minutes 
might lead to unpleasant results, 





was used in groping for the stone was de- 
scribed. Ajter passing it into the bladder 
a rotatory movement of the handle led tu 
the discovery on which side the calculus 
lay, which was then grasped by the beaks 
of the instrument, the destruction of the 
sione requiring no particular skill. This 
was announced as the operator’s “ first 
case.” The patient iz doing well. He has 
voided several fragments, and is in excel- 
lent spirits. Although instead of one 
stone there are now several portions of 
irregular sizes, the symptoms of irritation 
have much diminished. 


ACUTE RHEUMATISM. 

S. Plummer, wxtat. 43, was admitted on 
the 30th of April. Countenance natural ; 
tongue tremulous, furred, and moist; the 


| cuticular surface perspires copiously ; the 


slightest locomotive effort is accompanied 
by severe pain in the joints, which are 
considerably tumefied; he complains of 
exceeding thirst, anorexia, and relaxed 
bowels, the excretion from the bladder is 
high-coloured, and voided in diminished 
quantities; his pulse, which is hard and 
rather large, beats 120. 

The patient states that fourteen years 
ago he was an inmate of this hospital, and 
then suffered from an attack which greatly 
approximated in character to the present. 
About the end of March he experienced a 
recurrence, when a pint of blood was 
taken from the arm with some benefit. 





FEVER.—SYPHILITIC IRITIS. 589 
. 

Violent purgation was not enforced; the/ 18. Rested but little during the night; 

venesection has since been repeated with |/the alvine evacuations more bilious and 

a similar result; the heart’s action is per-| watery; countenance less flushed; pulse 

fectly normal. Take twenty minims of 101; tongue clean, but alternately moist 


wine of colchicum three times a day. 

May 2. No tremulous action of the 
tongue, which is clean and moist; he has 
passed some restless nights; urine some- 
what augmented. The general symptoms 
denote improvement. Omit the colchi- 
cum, and take five grains of the Pil. Sa- 
ponis cum Opio every six hours. 


4. The opiate induced sleep, and pro- | 


cured considerable relief from pain. 

6. Improvement more evident; the 
joints, with the exception of those of the 
hands and the shoulders, are free from 
pain. Continue the pill every night, and 
regulate the bowels with the senna 
draught. 

10. Still improving; 
loured. 

22. His health has made gradual ad- 
vances for the last twelve days, but the 
articulations of the shoulders are yet so 
painful as to impede his nocturnal quie- 
tude; bowels acted on by house-physic. 
Ordered a warm-bath. 

June 6. The effects of the bath sanc- 
tioned its third repetition, and the patient 
confessing himself to be in the enjoyment 
of perfect health, he left the house to 
resume his usual avocations. 


FEVER. 
C. Richards, wtat. 15, was brought, 


urine high-co- | 


jand dry. The tympanitic state of the ab- 
'domen exists, but there is no pain; the 
|gums are slightly under the mercurial ac- 
tion. A blister ordered to be applied to 
|the abdomen. The blister produced a 
| good vesication; the pain thercby excited 
| disturbed her rest; bowels open; evacua- 
tion more natural; pulse 100. 

21. Pulse reduced to 94, large and soft; 
the alvine dejections have a pultaccous 
character; abdomen quite free from pain. 
She evinces to-day a desire for solid food. 
|6 grs. Hydrarg. ce. Creta every six hours. 
Flushed state of countenance subsided ; 
|pulse has advanced to 100; appetite iim- 
| proving; general symptoms ameliorated. 
24. She forsook her bed for a few hours 
;this morning; the tongue though moist 
continues loaded with white fur. 

30. Her conversation this forenoon sa- 
|vours of incoherency, and she refuses to 
leave her bed; however, her pulse and 
tongue exhibit a natural character. 
| June 2. Her incoherency has perfectly 
|vanished, and the natural functions per- 
form their office with tolerable regularity, 

4. She departed quite recovered, with 
the intention of visiting Wales. 


| 


SYPHILITIC (RITIS OF SIX DAYS 
STANDING. 


} 


A man named Glasscock was admitted 


May 10, into Mary’s Ward from Faith’s, on the 23rd of July into Henry the 
where she had been an énmate for two! Righth’s ward, under the care of Mr, 
days. Countenance flushed and dusky; Lawrence, with symptoms of the above 


lips covered with a viscid mucous seretion ; 
the centre of the tongue dry, brown, and 
chapped ; the circumference moist, and 
covered by a white fur ; pulse numbers 120, 
with a good deal of power; heat of skin 
pungent, without petechie; the abdomen 
is tympanitic, but permits pressure without 
discomfort. Since her admission into the 
hospital, the house-surgeon has prescribed 
for her as follows: ~ (May 14, 5 ers. Hy- 
drarg. c. Creta with 8 grs. Pulr. Rhei, sta- 
tim; cold lotion to be applicd constantly 
to the head. Haustus effervescens and 
grs. iiss Hydrargyri c. Creta every six 
hours. 

She has passed the night in a state of 
muttering restlessness, and has voided her 
motions involuntarily; she complains of 
tenderness in the region of the abdomen, 
with a sense of cerebral uneasiness. Con- 
tinue the Hydrarg. c. Creta; omit the rest. 

17. Passed the night restlessly; tongue 
devoid of its brown crust; pulse 110, un- 
aa Bowels twice relieved. Omit the 
P 


disease in the left eye. Mr. L., in his 
clinical notice of this case, observed it to 
be one of peculiar interest, inasmuch as it 
had undergone no remedial treatment, and 
therefore presented a genuine exatnple of 
this discase uninfluenced by medicine, He 
especially directed attention to that pe- 
culiar pink tint produced by the inflamed 
and congested vessels of the selerotica, in 
contradistinction to the vivid redness ex- 
hibited when the conjunctiva is alone the 
seat of inflammatory action. The case 
under consideration was not, as its name 
would infer, confined solely to the iris, but 
extended consecutively to the posterior 
tunics of the eye, especially involving the 
retina, as is evidenced by the imperfect 
Vision. 

The cornea also presents a peculiar 
haziness: there is likewise a white zone 
between the margin of the pupil and the 
inflamed vessels, which is more evident at 
its lateral circumference. Although au- 
thors assign to this feature an arthritic 


ze 
c 


diagnosis, still the evidence of the patient, 
‘ 





590 CHRONIC BRONCHITIS.—DISEASE OF THE HEART. 


symptoms, would | upper portion, attended with some sibilis ; 
| were is large diffused crepitation in the 
that eight years since he was the subject lower part. Take ten ounces of blood by 
of syphilis; and now, besides labouring | eupping from between the shoulders. Pil. 
under an inflammatory and ulcerated state | Ipecacuanhe cum Scilla. 
of the throat avd tonsils, there is an evi-| 14. Experienced slight relief from the 
dent aggravation of pain towards night,|cupping; rest disturbed by the cough; 
whereas, during the day, he expresses! skin cooler; bowels not relieved; expec- 
himse!f comparatively easy ; and this fact, | toration diminished ; pulse 84. 
the lecturer observed, strongly indicated! 16. Dyspnoea and all the other symp- 
syphilitic influence. He has (since his|toms considerably improved. Awseulta- 
admission) lost ten ounces of blood, by tion. Percussion clear above the spine of 
cupping, from the temples; has taken a/ the right scapula; all the unnatural sounds 
calomel! and jalap purge, and takes at pre- have disappeared; air enters the right 
sent two grains of calomel and one-third | lung freely, but accompanied at the lower 
grain of opium every six hours. Mr. L.| part with some crepitation; the voice 
has confidently predicted a propitious| likewise rcsounds in this situation more 
issue to this case, notwithstanding the dis-| than natural; the respiratory murmur is 
advantages resulting from previous neg-| heard over the whole of the left lung 
lect. without any unnatural sound. 
The account of this case may appear to| 20. Dyspnwa augmented; crepitation 
our readers somewhat imperfect, but we|is now heard at the lower and anterior 
are induced to offer it to the profession in | part of the right lung. Apply six leeches 


coupled with his 
infer a syphilitic origin ; in fact, he states, 


order to afford numerous medical prac- | directly. 


titioners an opportunity, which seldom 
occurs, of witnessing or presenting 
such indubitable evidence of the nature 


of this affection, in consequence of the | 
right shoulder. 


protracted neglect of the case prior to its 
admission into the hospital. 


CHRONIC BRONCHITIS, WITH @DEMA OF 
THE LEGS AND CHRONIC RHEUMATISM. 

Thomas Harvey, etat. 59, a porter, was 
admitted into Bartholomew's Hospital 
on the 12th June, under the care of Dr. 
LaTHAM; countenance rather livid; sur- 
face of the body preternaturally warm ; 


tongue moist, clean at the edges, with al 


slight brown fur in the centre; pulse 86, 
and full; no cerebral pain; severe cough, 
with abundant pituitous expectoration ; 
the bregthing is considerably oppressed 
and hurried; no appetite; exceeding 
thirst; a paucity of urine, which is high- 
coloured, and deposits an amorphous sedi- 
ment. He complains of pain in all his 
joints, unattended by tumefaction or red- 
ness, 

History.—Uas had several previous at- 
tacks of rheumatism, the last about twelve 
months ago, from which he has never 
totally recovered. Has been the subject 
of cough during the winter months; 
caught cold sone three weeks since, which 
has been succeeded by shortness of 
breath, which has increased to the present 
period. There has existed edema of the 
ankles for some time. 

Auscultation—Percussion dull behind, 
clear in front; air has ingress into 
every portion of the Tung, accompa- 
nied with loud “ rhonchus” and “ sibilis ;” 
the right lung freely admits air into its 





21. Dyspneea ; cough and expectoration 


| diminished, but crepitation is audible 
‘over the whole of the right lung poste- 


riorly. Let a blister be applied beneath the 


23. Considers that he has benefited ex- 
ceedingly from the blister; his respiration 
much more free; bowels rather costive; 
pulse 80. 

July 1. Has been making gradual ad- 
vances towards health since the last re- 
port, so much so as perfectly to warrant his 
discharge from the hospital as one of the 
“ curep.” 


INTERESTING DISEASE OF THE HEART, 
WITH AUTOPSY. 


Charles Barnes, xtat. 16, was bronght 
to Matthew's Ward on the 11th of June, 
exhibiting the following symptoms: coun- 
tenance natural; skin cool; tongue red 
and rather dry; pulse 100, small, weak, 
but regular; bowels costive; some thirst; 
deficient appetite; watchfulness at night ; 
an occasional cough, with some expecto- 
ration; and though there exists no tho- 
racic pain, there is considerable dyspncea 
requiring a semi-erect position; the ab- 
domen is hard and tumid, particularly in 
the epigastric and right hypochondriac re- 
gions, the former of which is painful on 
examination, and the patient complains of 
a sense of fulness existing in the part; 
the lower extremities, and the scrotum 
and integuments of the penis, are affected 
with edema; the urine is acid. The pa- 
tient relates that he has “ been more short 
breathed than other boys,"and incapable of 
running any great distance, in consequence 
of that circumstance; that eight years 
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DISEASE OF THE HEART.—AUTOPSY. 


since an abscess broke out in his thigh, 
and that a cough is habitual to him dur- 
ing winter. About three weeks previous 
to the present time, the difficulty of 
breathing became suddenly aggravated, 
and that very shortly after this his legs 
began to swell, accompanied by a dull 
pain in the loins. His father states that 
during the last week his extremities have 
been cold and his lips biue. 
Auscultation.—Percussion is answered 
in every part of the thorax by a healthy 
sound, save at the inferior and posterior 
portion on the right side, where the 





computing 120; meat diet. Pil. Saponis 
c. Opio gr. v, 0. n. 

29. A slight erythema appeared yester- 
day on the upper and inner part of the 
thigh, intermixed with a few dark spots, 
which have increased to-day; has slept 
better, but complains of pain arising from 
the thigh. The acupunctures continued 
to discharge serum ; a poultice to the «de- 
matous limbs; siz ounces of port-wine 
daily. 

30. Though there is no increased in- 
flammatory action in the affected extre- 
mity, there are evident symptoms of in- 


respiratory murmur is less distinct than|flammation in the opposite limb. The 
in the opposite lung. A sibilis is heard; cough and expectoration, remain un- 
beneath each clavicle, especially the left;| changed; the respiration is tranquil ; pulse 


the heart's pulsations succeed each other 
with great rapidity, and a “ bruit de souf- 
filet” is very evident, though whether it 
occurs during the systole or diastole is not 
satisfactorily determined; it is heard, as 
is also the action of the heart, in the 
whole extent of the sternum, and con- 
siderably to the right of that bone, and 
also in the epigastrium. A senna draught 
and six leeches to the chest are ordered. 

16. Is slightly relieved by the bleeding. 
Ten more leeches to the chest, and a com- 
pound elaterium pill. 

17. The countenance remains florid; 
the anasarca has not increased; the op- 
pression at the chest is relieved; the ex- 


pectoration is tinged with blood, and has | 


been so during the last two days; pulse 
112, and small; bowels freely open; the 
urine has increased in quantity, but is de- 
ficient in albumen. 

18. Three doses of an ounce of com- 
pound decoction of breom-tops, at inter- 
vals of six hours, are consecutively to be 
administered. 


20. Auscuitation. — Percussion much 
more dull, and the respiratory murmur 
less evident, excepting at the superior 
part of the chest; the druit seems less. 
Nitrate of potass and sweet spirits of 
nitre are ordered in mint-water three times 
daily. 

23. The circulation is losing its force ; 
pulse 120; his nights are sleepless; the 
anasarca and dyspnoea are increased; the 
cough is less frequent, but he expectorates 
with difficulty, and the sputa consists al- 
most entirely of blood; bowels are open; 
pulse 120, of less power. Acupuncturation 
of the penis and lower extremities is or- 
dered. Decoet. Spartii 3i, Sp. Aither. Nit. 
xx ter die. 

27. The use of the needles has greatly 
diminished the size of the cedematous 
parts; breathing is easier; cough is much 
the same, though the ex ration is less 
grumous ; pulse more feeble, though still 





still 120, with increased power; bowels 
open ; urine in large quantities. 

July 1. Has been very restless all night, 
has ceased to expectorate; extremities 
cold; the superficial veins of the head 
and neck are distended with blood; gra- 
dually sank. 


Autopsy twenty hours after Death. 


External Appearances.—Extensive ana- 
sarca, with some dark livid patches at the 
upper and inner part of the thigh.— 
Head. On raising the calvarium, the dura 
mater presented on its internal surface, a 
circumscribed spot of vascularity and a 
few delicate layers of false membrane. 
The cavities of the arachnoid, including 
the ventricles, were filled with serous ex- 
udation, and the choroid plexuses con- 
tained large yellow granular bodies.— 
Thorax. The right pleural cavity con- 
tained half a pint of turbid serum; the 
lung was adherent to the pleura costalis 
by several old adventitious bands; its 
upper lobe was crepitant and emphysema- 
tous at the edges, and the lower lobe at its 
anterior part contained a large mass of 
“pulmonary apoplexy,” and at its pos- 
terior part it was hepatized or converted 
into solid flesh. The left pleural cavity 
contained a few ounces of fluid, and the 
lung on that side presented several patches 
of apoplexy. The bronchia of both sides 
were much dilated.—Heart. On cutting 
through the pericardium, the right auricle 
and left ventricle alone were evident, the 
aorta and pulmonary artery being con- 
cealed from view ; the interior of the first- 
named cavity was entirely filled and dis- 
tended with coagula. The auriculo-ventri- 
cular orifice would not admit two fingers 
easily to pass through it; the edges of the 
valve were fringed with small granular 
bodies, which could be raised from the 
valve without abrasion of its lining mem- 
brane; that portion of the right ventricle 
near the commencement of the pulmo- 
nary artery appeared dilated, the artery 
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itself was natural. The left auricle was 
dilated and its walls hypertrophied : the 
auriculo-ventricular orifice would not ad- 
mit the point of the Jittle-finger ; its aper- 
ture was irregular and puckered, and con- 
verted into a calcareo ossific structure. 


The ventricle was somewhat dilated, par- | 


ticularly on its anterior surface. The 
aorta and its valves were healthy.— The 
Abdomen. The liver was in the first stage 
of “portal congestion,” described by the 


CORRESPONDENTS.—METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 


symptoms and appearances, which had 
obtained at this hospital, in confirmation 
of his views. 





Tue vacancy which now exists in the 
medical department of Christ's Hospital, 
| will enable the Governors of that noble 
institution to elect a gentleman to the 
jetice of Restpent SurnGEoON, whose abili- 
ties in the treatment of diseases of the 


— —s po ye skin are acknowledged throughout the 
Tuam observed in his clinical lecture,| kingdom. We shall advert to this subject 
which followed the post-mortem inspection, | in the next Lancer. 

that the lungs were obnoxious to that) ———————= 

congestion and effusion of blood into its CORRESPONDENTS. 
structure, known to pathologists under the | onsen 

title of pulmonary apoplexy, when disease} The letter signed A Looker on, is libel- 
of the heart existed, particularly in the | lous as it is now written. If the writer will con- 
one above detailed: he remarked, likewise, | sent tw the removal of the strong personal allusions, 
that when the cavities of the heart became | ' “hs! be inserted. 





dilated from mechanical causes, this phe- 
nomenon invariably developed itself in the 
order of the circulation, inasmuch as in 
the present instance, the cavity of the 
right auricle suffered the first augmenta- 
tion, and the other parts of the heart in- 
creased consecutively. The lecturer then 
alluded to some other cases, of similar 
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P. P. and others. Of course reference 
was made to the regalations of the Army Medical 
Board. Lectures on the Institutes of Medicine 
are common + nonagh. 

Mr. Davidson. The first and third books 
of Célsas, 

Inquirer. It is quite obvious, from the 
| general tone of the report in the Merning Chronicle, 
| that contagious diseases were spoken of, aud pot 
| cufaneous. 





ICAL REPORT. 


(Extract from a Meteorological Journal kept at High Wycombe. 


Lat. 51° 37’ 44” North, 


Long. 34° 45” West.) 





Thermometer. Barometer. 


Days. 


Rain. 


Weather. 





| | 


| 
| Highest.| Lowest. 


Highest.’ Lowest. Ins. Dels, | 





29.70 | 29.58 
79) 75 
67) 56 
76| GA 
79| 76 

72 


76) 
84, .80 


48.50 
43. 
48.75 
47. 
52.25 
47.50 
49.50 


| Gd. 
68.50 
69. 

| 73.50 
73.75 
74. 

| 76.50 





0. 


A Showery. 
| ; Threatening. 
| 
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Fine. 
Fine. 
Fine. 
Fine. 
Fine. 
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S.W. 








56.25 
56. 
52.50 
51. 
51. 
52. 


55.50 


29.92 | 29.88 | 
5 2 | 
99} 96} 
99 97 | 
95| 89 

92 | 91 | 
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Fine. 
Fine. 














July 28, 1835, 


W. Jackson. 





